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CHAP, [te 
Of the Author and the Tile; ' 


SECT, I. 


”), Yo OTY, Am BE 18 jor ar oe am ſa 4 
| 5A A rous 1s - 
z LT \ 4 Ro 7 nom wy , 
.T peckene Tolezaica ſhould, *- 
f not be abuſed by any, eſpe= 
J cially fileced Maniſters 3 
that if this had been, all thac 
Author endcavoured, I ſhould wy 
oy him.And I am got vie 
A: 2 $a 


Imprudence of ſome that yer are carneſt and 


rofirable Preachers, Bur when 1 find that | 
by wages) Liberty, he rheaneth , wot- © 


ſing it, and that he hath the face to exbort ws I 
to aw Ofhice , wh King forh Hin. $ 
er , 


d from fotcible reſtraifiing us; and that 
when it is Gods work which we are vow 

to, he comethto us ( as the old Prophet )) in 
Gods name\, to charge us- to forbear it, my 
Conlcicnce bids me Felp to ſave the weaker 
ſorc ghqt need it,from ſuch pernicious fallacies. 
And4fI ſpeak plainly of the quality of bis ar- 


* guings, I defirethe Reader nor co interprer it, 
as if I had not the heartyeſt deſire of Peace, . 


and all Brotherly Love and Concord with all 
conformable, godly, faichſul Miniſters, Bur 
words are not anſwered according to their 
nature , when the nature of them 1s not 0+ 

Seft. 2. Who the Author is , and why he 
reſolveth his Queſtion on the Prezbyterian 
Principles, and paſleth by the Epiſcopal Non- 


* conformiſts, as 1t he were ſo ignorant of the 
preſent State of England, as not ro know that 


there are tnany ſuch (when art the Kings re- 
ttirn, 1660.1t was Biſhop Xſhers Eprm of Epil» 


copal Government which chey all offered for | £ 


Concord, who were employed *in that work) 
rheſc are little matters, not to be infilted on, 


: | Only I thall cel! bjar thar I haye mer with few {3 
" ada io we 


' ofthe Weakneſs, Reſhneſs, Tnjudicienſueſs and 


«a ®  . aa =—«  . za 7. - Pw 7. 


4 608 ab SET ls Len an 4D. Ia». eh cl + An fin 2 A RY Wt» of 1 
P ' -_ WE * | = © OO. 0 OM 
þ "Ne? YES 4 
ſg 
Fi 


erian Miniſters in England: though © 
ave that name g ven them in their Li- 
cenſes, A — is one that is [For the Ds- 
vine Right of Ruling -Elders,unordained,baving 
uo Power to Preach aud Adminiſler Sacramentsz 
and for the Government of the Church by 
Þ Prochyterics, Claſſes, and Syvods, compoſed of 
'F Teaching-Elders in Parity with theſs Ruling- 

Elders Conjuntt , ſo that a General Mewlty 
of thems is the true Eccleſiaſtical Head of a 
Nat tonal-Church. | Of lace, a Probyterian 
15 like the Pwritean of 'old : A word which 
7 hath as many and as bad fignifications, as 
1 ſpeakers have diverfity of defigns or intents, 
-4 Inone mans mouth a Presbyterian is an Epiſco- 
4 pe! Proteftant of the ſobereſt ſorr, who is nci-' 
I cher for Sets, nor for Church-Tyranny; and fo 
impudency hath called them Prezbyterians 
{ many years, who offered the ſaid Epiſcopal 
> # Forms, which A. Biſhop#jer proved to be the 
{ rrue Government of the ancient Churches, 
{ Ando we have made Epiſcopal Precbyterians, 

| who are againſt unordamed Elders, and for Bi- 
be » Inanothers mouth a Precbyterian is one 
, 7} that is reſolute againſt Popery, In anothers mouch 
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1% a hg rs is one that is tor the ſerious pra- | 
* 4 Rice of a holy life, In another mans mouth 
| F a Pretbjterian is one that is. againſt Biſhops. 


3 And ſo Independemts' and many other Secs: 
* would be Prechjteriens too, And in other 
hy mens mouthes a Prezbyt erves is one that is of f 
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Divine that underſtandeth the common uſe of # 


nearer, and to a more amicable concord: in 


+ 
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Biſhop Roywolds, —— Stullingficets judge: 
ment, that no Form of Government ( beſides 
the meer Paſtoral Office, and Church-A- i 
ſemblies) is preſcribed in the Word of Gad,} 
but variouſly left to variety of occafions, 
Among all theſe, whea you ſpeak with a 
Railing Ruffian, he muſt tell you which be | 
means himſelf : Bax when we meet with & * 


£ 5 
tt 


the Word, we muſt take him to uſe ut inthe 
firſt proper ſenle, In which ſenſe I {ay again, 
that I am acquainted with few comparatively 
that are for Presbytery ; but I know many _ 
that are for Paſtoral Adminiſtration withour 
Church-Tyranny or Schiſm. 

\ Sett. 3. As the Author honoureth himſelf .. 
with the praiſe of being a Lower of the Tratb 
and Peace ( which commendacion all che con- 
tending parties, from the ws Ka tothe Quaker 
are as ready to give themſelves) ſo I hope I 
ſhall checaGlier obtain his pardon, if. ( belie. 
ving him ) I ſhall prove that it is Trwcb and 
Peace which he oppoleth, And if I offer him 
a better way to ſecure them; afluriog him 
that I agree with him in his main defign, to 
bring the Conformiſts and Non-contormiſts 


the Work of God, and net tedrive any further. 
from mutual Communion than they are.. | 
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CHAP. Il, 


« $277 Nonconformiſis Reſolutions, and the 
be W #rne State of the (aſe to be debated, 

I | Set. :.BE it known to the Reader, that the 
he | name of Noxconformifts was not 
n, © made by our ſclves-, but by others, (as the 
ly Ff names of the four Conſeſlors, Dan. 1. was ). 
y © The Titles which we affume, as fignifying 


ix HY our own profeſſed Religion, are bur theſe, our 
Religion 1s Chr;ff:a, and no other ; In oppo- 
{© fition to dividing Sects we are (atholicks ; In 
"i contradiſtin&tion from Heretichs, we cleave to 
tlie Scrzptwye as our Rule 3 In comradiſtinCti- 
on from the Rowan Schiſm and Corraptions we 
33 arc Proteſtants, that 15, we prot to cleave to 
foie Chriftianity, and to the Primitive puri« 
"& ty and foawplicity againſt their incroduced No«. 
g veltics and Vanities, | | 
S Set. 2. AsrochePoint of Churgb-Govern- 
ment & Worſhip (the quarrel of the preſenc age) 
'# 1. Weeaſfily confeſs that we are not all of a 
| mind g which is no cauſe of a/ienariow -E ' af = 
*! fions, nor Thould be a cauſe of wwtaal pere 
i. ſecutions; It being our judgment char Chriftis 
3% ans areto bear 'with one another in greater _ } 
3 matters, than Epiſcope! , Prejhyterians, Inde” - 
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2. jndnt,od Ar Anab MK” F, id 
2; any among us ha Gs otherwiſe heroes Y 
3 fore, it was from a Vice. Homogeneal to that : 
of the preſent ' Conformifts, which now they * 
ſmart for ; and the Conforweſts may repent 0 of - 
in due time. 1 
Sett, 3. We take not the name of Noncon- 
formfts to be ſuch a Cothprnus or Hoſe drawn 
over the ſeveral parties by your prudence ay | 
{hall make chem one, or tye.them cloſer toge- | 
ther than Confer s and Nonconfornoiffs are, | 
I pray you t you will not believe us, 
CR Papifis - wakers take us or you for 
eater Adyerſarics.s Remember how - 
_ eFirc of Loudon the Papiſts in Print 
ry court you as men much nearer unto them / 
than we arc, and much liker to befriend them, '- 
And I doubt you will never make them think 
nt otherwiſe, We take you for men of the ſame 
|: Religion withus, and mnch ficter for our 
| Communion, than ſuch Nonceuformnſts as Pg. 
piſts and Quakers are, | | 
Se. 4. Bur we that ſuffer rom you (Hear 
it now, for you ſhall hear it from God erc 
longs ) all e Poverty , Confinements, Cala. 
mities, Silencings that have becn inflicted on + 
us , becauſe we would not LY , ſay , 
ſweer, and da—— you know 'w 
fnore go againſt our Conſciences, | 
Ing to one averhey , than to you, ""Thanekee L” 
Toy wult ot chink that Epiſcepely Prechyerie } 
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Ne the more of a mind for this fepyilbe on Tilt © 
Reaſon change their Opinions, they will. live 
according to their different Principles, though 
they love cach other, and live in peace. And 
W becauſe you ſerm to be ignarant of their Priw- 
= ciples and Parpoſes, I will tell you ſome of 
Vn them , that concern the matter in hand. 
ay | Seft. 5-1, They take a Miniſtry to be ordinari. 

'$ ly neceſlary to the propagating of the Goſpel 8& 

b. 4 x dns Souls, Rem, 10. 14,15-A2.20.17, 
15, 18,&c. 2.They ſap e that this Miniſtry doth 
or K# not ſave men , as Wizards think that Charms 
W do heal men, by their ney Tiles, Names, 
nt | or Hutt; By flandin _ the Reading-place, 
m or Pulpir, =” ed the Parſon of che 
mn, 'K Pariſh , ar ſaying his ſet words over them 
ic BE when they _ = Bur by ſuch publick, and 
ng perl 6 we plain, [eriow Inſtrattions, as 

b to their ignorance ſecurity, preſunep- 
& __ » bardheartedueſs, and love to fin; and 

"8 aS in other caſes would be thought fic ro 

ar &F change mens minds and lives, +. They ton. fup- 
re 3 pol & hes when a well, commatrled Speec 

| h been ſaid to ignorant impenitent proyins 
mn F oneday ina week, withour any 
'» FJ miliar conference to {et it home, and wie 

F ir moreincelligible , the moſt make buc licle 
more of it, than if zr had been faid to them in 
an unknown Tongue, or at leaſt remain ſtill ig. 


hompre and uppenutent. mar" | 


gechiſms theruſelyes be taught them, ir is ordi« 


places, who tell them that their publick Pri 


 dential Conſtirucion, and got of Divine In- 


nary wich them year after to lay the 
Forms, and never underſtand/the matter fig- | 
nified. 4. They ſuppoſe that a greater number | 
ofthe conformable Prieſts, than they are wil |} 
ling co mention,do Preach ſo ignorantly and 
dully in the Pulpics, and do fo litcle of chis 

ſonal or private work beſides, as that there 
18 great necd of a far greater number of aſfſift= | 
auts, than all the preſent Nowconformiſfts be. 
5. Thcy find that ſome places, of many years 
paſt, have had no Miniſters at all, 6. They 
are not able to confure the people in too man 


are ſo defeRtive in their neceſſary qualifications 
for their Office, as that they hold ic unlawful 
to own ſuch for . true Miniſters, and to 
encourage them by their gy » or commic 
the care of their Souls to luch. 7. They think # 
that ſome ocher places have godly , able Con- 
formable Miniſters, whom the Chriſtian ; 
ple love and honor. 8. They think that Pa- 
riſh bounds af Churches, are of humane pru- 


Nicution , or unchangeable. 9. They think 
thac a Pariſh,quatevss a Pariſh, is nor aChworch; 
not a Pariſhioner, «s ſuch a Church-member ; | 
for Infidels, Papifts, Hereticks,Schiſmaticks and * 
D:iſſexters may be Pariſhioners. x0. They 
ehink chac che Magiſtrate hath the power of 
the Temples aud 7 yibes, and publick, Maime- 
E439 ; 6 ANCE - 


KB : xr) "M "I 
"i ance and Liberty, worth he hath nor the - 
19 "BY power of Ordination or Degradation; but a man 
5” I may be a true Miniſter without his conſent , 
Xt 1 odio I chink all Chriſtians hold. xx, They 


think that ſome of the Noxconformiſts were 
BW cruc Paſtors of their ſeveral Flocks , befora 
1s they were fhlenced and caſt out. 122. They 
re think that the ejeRing them from the Temples 
t- WW and T jthes did not degrade them , nor make 
& Bf them no true Paſtors to their Flocks. x 3. They 
Is Þ think that the Magiſtrates putting anorher Pa. 
 Þ riſh Miniſter in poſſeſſion of the Temple and 
4 Z Tythes, did nor diflolve the forcſaid relation 

BM of che former, 14. They think yet that pru. 
nS W dence requireth Miniſter and People to con- 
al ſent co ſuch a Diſſolution of their Relations , 
0 where they cannot hold it withoue greater 
ue hurt chan benefit: Yea, and to conſent thae 
k ME thc impoſed Miniſter be their Paſtor, when he 
= 7B 13s fic hacaſelf, and che Worthip performed by 


)- 'Þ him fic for chem co joyn in. 1x5, But where 
= Þ both arc firgthey know no reaſon but they may 
t- F take both che Ejefted and che Jmpeſed Perion 
b- conjunaly for their:Paſtors, each being eo Ad- 
& Z miniſter to the ſame Church, according to their 
'; #$ various Liberties &Capacities.16.They greacly 
F Z difference berwcen Loxdon& ſuch like one 
"Y Cicies, & Country Pariſhes, becauſe the burn. 
Y Þ ing of Churches, the greatneſs of Pariſhes, . 
f | andthe paucity ofMiniſters inLondes is ſuchy: 
= {& chacche centh perſon in ſeycral Pariſhes cannoe; - ; 
8 * . : - F-2 
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IPL, ha = 'N 
"[F cometo Church ifthey would, 17. In ſuds: 
# therefore they purpoſe to hold their: * 
ings at the time of the Pariſh meeting ; 
becauſe it will be no hindrance toir. 18. So 
they do alſo in thoſe Pariſhes where che Pariſh "Ml 
Prieſt is unfic to be owned in that Relation, 
x9. Where there is a faichful Paſtor in the Pa- © 
riſh Church whom yet half the people canner | 
hear, they will not draw the people from ' 
him, nor diſparage him to hinder che fucceſs 
of his labors , but rather perſwade them to 
honor him, hear him, and obey his Do&rine; 
and to judge of the Tokrated Miniſter but as 
of his fellow ſervant , of the ſame Religion, 
helping in the ſame Work , where all our la- * 
bours are too little. 20. Where the Pariſh 
:\'F Minifteris faichful, and the Pariſh ſmall e- 
'!/F nough, and neer enough to Aﬀemble in one 
1\|'} place, and the people ſatisfied with the Li 
[ft ewrg1e,[ ſuppoſe the ſobereſt of the Nonconfor- 
4 [ = ( for they are not al of a mind) will 
\ '!] gather no Church our of that Pariſh, 
| burwill joyn with chat Pariſh Church and 
Miniſter es - ma da uniced by conſent ) 
and will uſe their own Miniſterial Afiſtance, 
| arſuch other times, and place, and manner, as 
ſhall beſt rend co keep up Love and Concord, | 
und to further and noc hinder the ſucceſſes of 
che publick Miniſter, 21. I hope no man 
worthy the name of a Miniſter , will dream - 
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than there are ( or are [ite tobe) Noxcoufork = 


T 21/1 364. 87 
CESS, 


DI ALE Oo. 


BB fien:, I had almoſt ſaid, or that dot 


= conforwift ſhould preach to them, I will noe 

3 foul my paper by calling him #s he deſerverth 

'Þ though he pretend chac_ gathering a Church 
& our of a Church, is {.thing wor bs 


| formiſts will hold diſtin& Church-Afemblics 


F owned, ( I would there were none ſuch.) 
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w1ſlt: Or willthink ir his duty to hinder the | 
Labors of any ſober Proteſtant Miniſters : Nay, © 
I hope they will all underſtand , that it w 
never more their Duty nor their Intereſt 
cheriſh all brotherly Love and Cancord with 
ſuch; and woe be to that man who ever he 
be, whether a Selfiſh envious Conform#F, or 8 
Schiſmatical fattiow Nonconformift , that after 
all ſuch fins and ſad experience of the frui 
ſhall yet hinder the Concord of ns po Chbri- 
not hear= 
cily and diligently promote it, 22. He that 
had rather ten thouſand perſons ſtay'd idlely 
at home , or ou 5 ports « Drinking , in 
St pariſh, or Giles Cripplegate, or $ 
Fr Wk Martizs in the Fi & or Giles qr 
Fields, or Clement Danes, &c, than a Now- 


'23-In all cheſe Caſes following,the Noxcone 


from the Pariſh Churches, xz, Where the 
Pariſh Church is not capable of chem , as was 
laſt inſtanced, by reaſon of the number. 
2. When the Pariſh Prieſt is one to whom 
wiſe men may nor commit the care of theig 


Souls, and one whoſe Miniſtry is nor to be 
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f f : 35. When the Fated Miniſter z# foro. / Cle.” 
oh entie + Eccleſia vere fic dite, retaineth fil 
# his Ancient Relation to his Flock, and part &f! 
"oF them Schiſmatically ſeparate from him , ang: 
"38! joyn with an intruder publickly , chat neve& 
jj: Hadalawful Call, and the other half ſeparate; 
not from their ancient Paſtor. Irs poſſible the 
47 obrtuder, though he have the Temple,may be 
£7 theSchiſmarick, Ask Dr, #i/d, and Dr, Gux- 
#7] | ng whether they thought notſo 14.years 
3 ' ago. 4+ Itmay be ſome that are more com. 
24! plyantchan my ſelf with good peoples weak- 
4 neffes and humours , when there 15 none of 
the forcfaid Reaſons, may rather chooſe to be 
Paſtors to honett Separariſts, or Anebaptifts, 
than bydelerting them to leave them to do worle. 
And what great matter of injury or provoca- 
tion Mould this ſeem to any peaccable man ? 
Envy is tao odious a thing for any Servant of | 
Chriſt ro own. Is it in the power of Anabap- * 
rift to bring all cheir judgments to yours. | 
nd till they can , muſt they be quite caſt off. 
' Who kroweth not how many Ages the Nove- | 
 t1any were tolerated by the wilcit and godly- | 
eſt Emperors and Biſhops ; yea, what black 
charaters are given by pious Hiſtorians , of . 
Jthacine, and bis fellow Biſhops, who firſt in 
Frence did ſet the Sword awork even againſt 
Herefies aud of Cyril at Alexandria, who firſt 
s a Biſhop uſed ir himſelf. 5,But chac*s not all: ; 
What if any number of tp = ] 
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Ht chitrrkbrbe Le 2 is guilty of al} 
the Diſorders and Defelts which once wee 
charged on it, and of ſome Doctrinal Corru 
tions fince :' And what if they think that 'd 
Pariſh Churches are void of Chrifts true Dubs 
cipline, and' are under ar boy _— 
hey judge unlawful. ti ay t 
yer your Churches may be true Churches, and 
all chis may be ſubmicred to, when we can hare 
and do no better ; but he that i can ſerve Gad 
in amanner more agreeable to his Word | is 
bound co do itz and nor to offer God the 
worſt , when the King alloweth us to do one 
beſt. And if withall they ſay,that you refuſe 
them and chey refuſe not you 2 You will noe 
zive them the Lords Supper, unlefs chey taky 

t kneeling ( which I think they: \may do, bulk 
hey think otherwiſe) you will nor Bapeize 
SFheir Children without the tranſient 
. Sf the Croſs as a dedicating fign, 8&c. If inchw 
Wale they chooſe a diſtin& Church-Aſſembly 
nd Paſtor,and Mode of ge; harat 
8 this to you or any one, and why ſhauld: ic 
SPreak Love and Peace? 24. Butin this aft 
aſc I fuppoſe the moſt of che Noncontormiſtg 
hat {ive in Country Pariſhes which have good 
imiſters of their own, will noc call themſclyey 
diſtin@ Church ( totally ) bur will hot 
Weir meetings as Choppel- Meetings are held « 
: reaching the Word and Cominunicating in 
F< Sacraments in the belt way they can among: {}; 
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ziſh Ch as none, or to withdraw them! 
ſelves from their Communion z but will keep” 
all correſpondence wich chem, and ſeas 
lonably es Communicate with theng! 
to ſhew their principles by their praRtice, For: 
the benefic of Chriſtian Love and Concord, may” 
make ir beſt for certain ſeaſons ro joyn even 
in defeRtive Modes of Worſhip,as Chnift did in 
the Syragogues & Temple in his time, Though 
the leaſt deteRive muſt be choſen when no ſuch 
accidencal reaſons ſway the octher way, And. 
perhaps ſome Noxconformiflr own Adminiſtra- 
tions may be as defetive as the Zirargrie: 
- 25. Where the people are ſatisfied wich the 
Pariſh-Church Communion. , 'I ſuppoſe the 
Nemconformiſts will only help to inſiruR them 
at ſcaſonable /times, and not 'meddle wich 
the Sacramental Adminiſtrations. 26. The 
ſame practice may be done on various Prin- ? 
ciples ; and maiiy Nenconformiſis may gather. | 
Chuches in the forenamed Caſes, withour turn | 
ing Separanſts, or forſaking avy of their for= | 
ther principles, Their” diffctences will -ap= 
pear in theſe reſpets. x. They will not pros 
Bounce any of your Pariſh Churches Null, 
which have lawful Miniſters. 2. They will 
jar chat yout Worſhip .is ſuch as no .mar, Wſ 
may lawfully Communicate- in. 3, They: Þ 
fill hold chat Pariſh-bounds are. very conve=; 


ment ( __ not ung neclary Je to: be: 


; wy 
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Church-bounds : ing = 0 
o be of the Church, but none (ordinarily)bug © 
Pariſhioners.to be of the Church, 4. They 
driven from the Pariſh-Miniſtry againſt 
ir wills, and had far rather hold their an- 
ienc ſtations, F. They will chanktully re- 
urn to them when ever they have leave ; And 
rarneſtly pray that theſe ſcemings and ſhews of 
peration may ceaſc, the occaſion of them be+ 
ig taken away. 6, They prefer their own 
aner of worthipping God, as better than the 
curgy 1n their opinion, and therefore co be 
hoſen when they may chooſe z but they ac- 
ount 1t not the only acceptable Worſhip, but. 
re preſent with _ in ſpiric; defiring a part in 
he prayers of all true Chriſtians in the world, 
» They ſer not up the Church.Government 
f the People over the Paſtors, or themſclves,nor 
ny of the relt of the Separaciſts proper. princi- 
s of Church-Government. . 8. Laſtly, they 
efire nothing more than as Neighbour-Mini- 
ters 1n love and concord to carry on with you 
he fame work. of Chrift, And. in all theſe 
hey difter from Separatiſts, though they gather 
hurches. EE F396. 
26, The grand Difficulcy ©o the Noncon« 
ormiſts in their preſenc condition, lieth but in 
; WF his one calc, Whether in competent Pariſhes, 
\ WÞ» b:cb bave able and godly Conformable Mini» 
W/ters,the obligation co bald Union and Communion _. 
a hb the RP O_ or the obligation bf 67, - 
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- , (* 18 ) : 46 £ 1 
erciſe a wore regular way of Church-Diſcipline 
and Worſhip than the Pariſh Churches do or wilt 
do; ſhould be judged the more prevalent ; Aud” 
conſequently whether they ſhould gather. 
Churches our of Churches in this caſe. For ig 
the other forementioned caſes the anſwer is more 
cafic. I ſhall give my own opinion as follows 
eth : x. Iris lawful and a duty to be a mem« 
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4 bi | ber of ſucha Parith-Church, when we can have 
Fi | and do no better. 2. Wecannot have or do 


EI better, when it cannot be wichour a greater 
Tub hurt to the Publick Intereſt of rhe Goſpel, the 

it Church, and the Souls of other men, than the 
bencfit to us and others 1s ike to countervail, ! 
'F That cannot be done lawfully which cannor be ' 
{/}! done. without doing more hurt than good, and | 
j ip deſtroying theend. | 


ToHLE! _ Obj. ie muſt do that which God bids ws, 

{Jl * ard leave it to bim what ſhall be the ſucceſs, * 
2080 Anſ. Truc. Bur you muſt prove then thar 7 
i{,} Godbidsyoudoit; tor we will nor take your | 


word. Aiti:matives bind not to all times : No } 
duty 1s at all tincs a duty ; Nay, out of ſea-* | 
ſonic isa fin. He that ſaith, Pray continually, | 
would not have you pray when you ſhould: | 
prez h or hear, or be quenching a Fire in the 
Town ; He chat commanded Sacrifice, ſet ſome 
to learn the meaning, of theſe words| / will bave 
mercy, and not (acrifice.] There 1s tew of you 
but would forbear a Sermon or Prayer to ſave . ; 
your own or others Lives; And you receive the. 
ke ddl 
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ramen but once a moncth (at moſt ) which 


the Primitive Churches uſed every Lords 


Day. 3. The fame praftice than in one 
place ( where it will do more good than hurt) 
Sa duty , which.in another place ( where it 
vill do more hurt than good) 1s a fin. 4. The 
aſe is now of ſo great moment that no Mini- 
ter ſhould raſhly determine it for bunſelf, nor 
apon the defires of ſome of the people only,bur 
hould conſult with wiſe and ſober men that 
Ire impartial. 5. The benefits to be expected 
d compared, are theſe,. x. The pleaſing of 
od ( when we know 'it 1s his my and the 
drofit of mens Souls , by the moſt regular 
anner of Diſcipline and Worſhip. 2, The 
cring up an imitable example of right Diſcs- 


ine and Worſhip to other Churches ( but then 


woe to them that ſer up a worſe.) 3. The 
atisfying the Conſciences of ſome honeſt mi. 
taking people, who think*( erroneouſly ) 
hat a Conforming Miniſter may not be Com- 
unicated with, or ar leaft nor in the uſe of 
he Litwrgie, or in a Parith Church , or thac 
e Sacrament may nor be received kneeling, 
6, Theevils to be fearcd , and compared with 
he benefits, are theſe. x, The exaſperating 
of the minds of perſons for number or qualiry 
onfiderable,and fo alienating them from their 


YWbrcthren, and hindring their good. 2. And 


'e. ; 
1-0E 


thereby weakening the Proteſtant intereſt, in 
rime which requireth our greateſt Concord. 
. B 2 _ And _ 
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© 3. And theſertingof partics againſt parti a Y 
ligioa into contentions and mutual oppoſitions, _ 
4- And the countenaneing of unlawful ſepa-' 
rations,which will all ſhelcer themſelves er 5 


Ss 


-. 


Churches againſt Churches, and turnin 


ſuch examples ;z and the dividers will nat 
ſee the different principles on which we go, 
while our practice ſeemeth to be the ſame, 
5. And ſoit may be injurious to furure Ages, 


by ſeeming to give them preſidents for unlaw- 


ful ſeparations. 6, And ic is not the leaſt 
evil conſequent, that we ſhall cheriſh not only 
the Error of thoſe that think worſe of the Pa- 


riſh-Worſhip & Aſſemblies than there is cauſe ; | 


but we ſhall alſo accidentally nouriſh their 
pride, who will think themſelves a holier peo- 
ple, becauſe they Erroniouſly over-cenſute rhe 


_ perſons and practices of others. 7, The prime 
great obligation for the cure of all this, doth . 


lie vpon ſome of the conforming fide;It were ca- 
ſie for them, not to filence Chriſts Miniſters that 
arc as wiſc and good as themſelyes.It were eahie 
for chem, not to puniſh a godly perſon ſo hea- 


_ vily as an Excommunication comes to, for the 


weakneſs of ſcrupling a Sacrament-geſture 5 
and not to puniſh their Children with being 
unchriſtened, or themſelves with Excommuni- 
cation, who think the dedicating Image of the 
Croſ; unlawful , or think it their own duty to 
enter their own Children into the Covenanc 


of Go 1, raher than Gcdiathers chas have nd | 
Ke | pro- | 


(21) 
propriety in them, and they are ſure never in- 
2a To for their own, or uſe them 
as they covenant todo, 8. If on ſuch oc. 
J caſions, true godly Chriſtians are caſt our of 
their Pariſh-Churches , whether they err or 
not, all Miniſters are neither obliged , nor al. 
lowed to deſertthem , and fo to add cruelty 
and affliction to the afflicted, . 9, They 
$ chat think they anſwer all by ſaying that thele 

peoples ſcruples are -but Errouts, do. bur 
1. Shew their ſelf-eſteem , who can tall that 
J Errour which they have ſaid fo little co prove 
to be ſo (in ſome of their inflances.) 2. And 
Y he calketh neither like a Paſtor nor a Chriſtian; 
2 nor a May, thac thinketh all that err ſhould 
be caſt our of the Church, 10. To diſcern 
whether in thus caſe a diſtinct Church is to . be 
gathered or not, is a work of meer Chriſtian 
J prudence and muſt be determined by com- 
. paring the gqod and cvil conſequents together, 
and diſcerning truly which 'preponderaterh, 
And he that through Imprudence miſjudgech 
either way , doth ſinne. xr, Therefore 
It 15 folly, and fin for Miniſters ( Covtorm= 
{ able, or Noncanformable ) co expect that in - 
{ this, all ſhould go the ſame way, and tocen- 
ſure thoſe that differ from their Opinion, 
when they may be under different circumfitan- 
ces. 12, They. that live in London , where 
it hath ever been uſual io go co Neighbour Pa- 
riſh-Churchcs from cheir own, and where 
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| (22) 
cuſtome ; and abundance of accidents 
the inconveniencies leſs, have not ſo much a 


x3.: Thoſe that live where the Nonconuformifhy 
are ſuch for. number and quality , Whole dif- 


z0gS. 14. 
conformif}s are few , and the Conformiſts 


good, and. may not do that which others may 
do. 1 5 . When the publick good forbids it, the 
| eolcrated Miniſters muſt not gather diftina 
M Church-Aflemblies , but joyn with the pub< 
a lick .Churches,: and help the people by their 
$i inſtructions at other tames, 


1:4 ance in Dolirine,Worſhip,and Diſcipline, as near 
4 as they can to ; the vill 2 G 

'*;|  further,and nor diſgrace nor hinder , the ho- 

neſt - Pariſh-Minitters ; 


| Charches, is a cale of no 


d dd = 


gainft their difterent - Church. meetings ,' a þ 
thoſe in Countrey Towns and Pariſhes have, j 


arc the main body of the people, and the reſt ; 


pleaſure 1s of lels publick conſequence, have | 
fe leſs againſt their diſtint Church-meers | 
Thoſe who live where the News | 
fot | 
mumber and quality molt confiderable, and ! 
are like to be greatly exaſperated by diſtin& } 
Churches, muſt deny their' own perſonal | 
conveniencies , rather than: hinder a greater * 


[ I6,; When the | 
Mm: publick good forbids it nor, the tolerated» Mi-- : 
| 4 | nifters maſt hold diftin& re for atkft- 


of Ga? But fo as to * 


living with them un 
Lnity,Love,and Peace and whether de newn-" * 
#0 their Aſſemblies ſhall be called O—_ 8 


Hough Ithink hat js iſt oak chew for. | 


ke i 4/finit Charrber, ſecundum quid, and not fu.” * 
'BY pieciter, as many Chappeks be : Sceing though 
+l in the Aﬀemblies they diftinaly worſhip 


1zke 

ds 

_ God, &c. yet they hold perfonal Communion 
with Wh 2 2 godly converſation with the reſt of the 
reſt W Chriſtians in the Pariſh, and ſhould fome. 
os © cimes alſo afſemble with them, And ts much 
ave MW for my own opinion in this caſe. Se 

hs 27, If Chriſtians would but give over the 
ax. i <enforiouineſs , contentions , and? abuſe of 
fox MY ocbers, which dificrent Aﬀemblies in the ſame 
nd & Town are uſually employed 1n, I fee not 
n& & what great hurr jt would doany, for Ana- 
nal Y #opteſts, Separarifts , &c.: that cannor joyn 
ces I with the Paniſh-Chutches, to have leave to 
ay ff ect among themſelves, and worſhip God co- 
he BY gether in peace, 
1& 28.* As the weakneſs of the people -incli- 
bs BY neth them to cauſcleſs ſeparations and disjuncti- 
iv WM ns, ſo the doleful Pride and Selfifhnels of the 
h carnal part ofthe Clergie , hath in moſt Ages 
3. & made them too impatient wich the peoples 
t- J weakneſs7 and make ſuch a noiſe and fiir in 
the World,” if a few do bur withdraw from 
cheir Communion, as if all char” dformned 
them, diſowned Chriſt.” And at, becauſe Pride 
4 would make every man a God to the World, 
J on whom all muſt depend , whom aff muſt 
3 honour and obey , and no man muft contra- 
4 dit ; agd- all thar depart from chem, are 
ſuppoſed to accuſc and anderyalue them, And of 
Ss B43 
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> _————— 7} | J 
|  thugasof our own ſclves., ſome men-ariſe iq? 
x raw Dilciples afcer them , ſo others (ex the 1 
| hurches in a flame, for fear of loſing any il « 
of their Diſciples or eſteem ; and berween | 
both, how ſadly and for how many Apes, | 
have the people of Chriſt been torn in 'pieces; 
What harm doth itme or any other (if my, 
Pride will let me be quiet ) if men that differ 
from me in ſome Points of | h rae quiet- | 
ly Worſhip God , by themſclves. But.ic is 6 | 
rare for Separated Aﬀlemblies, not to make it. | 
' their Religion and work, to make others odi- * 
ons, and taQiouſly to draw Diſciples and aſſo- | 
ciates to themſelves, that they muſt alſo thank | 
chemſclyes , that others are ſo itapatiene with | 
them ; ſa certain it is that all fides arc roo 
blame, 
29. The right Dyoceſan holderh that a Bi- | 
ſhop is eſſential co a Church,and conſequently | 
; that we have no more Churches than Dleceſſes, 
424i and that Pariſh-Churches are pr no 
8] Churches, A, or Parts of the Dio- | 
a! ſeparateth- frotu a Pariſh-Church , ſeparateth | 
x: 1 from no Churclv ( though we think other= } 
'J, wiſe,) 2. Andag he that wentto any Pa- 
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'2| Tiſh in the Diocels, kepe flill in his own {| 
# 3] Church, foa tolerated Church may heasgood, # 
a Church, as ſuch a Pariſh, and ic ſhouſd noc | 


be made a hainous matter tor any te goto it, 
vy then that allow men to go from Parifh to, 
Mx, A i r _ | F : | y 3% Ihe - 


+ ee % 


; { | "(28 0 oy & TS | "ma 
30. The Nontovferwiſts hold that the Miz © © 
niſterial Office 35 noc to be taken up on' tryal, .. ;; 
or for a time, but dwravte vitd cum capecitatey _ 
And that it is no lefs than, x, Horrid 
Sacriledge 3 2. Perfidious Covenant-break.. * 
ing: 3. Diſobedience co God ; 4. Cruelry 
WH co Souls ; 5.And unthankfulneſs for great mer= 
fer | cies, if any of us ſhall deferc our undertaken 
et- W Offices ( yea though a ſilencing -. D:ogeſem 
ſo i ſhould forbid us the exerciſe of it, unjuſtly. ) 
it Þ Therefore Preach and Officiate while we can, 
li. Y we muſt, Ty 
o- | 31, Having told you thus far the Noncew- 
nk 8 forwiſts Principles, 1 will add, that | If chere 
ch  beany ſuch Conforweble Clergie wen, as firlt 
oO will do all they can to filence and cjet us, 
and forbid us to Preach the Goſpel of Salvari- 
i- WY on, whul'it oy hundred thouſands” that we 
ly in1 unce and impenuitency,need more help, 
- = pt will do —— py can tO, kinds 
zo i our Reſtauration, and to keep us filent 2 
o- # laſtly, when His Majeſties Prudence and Cle- 
at BY mency giveth us liberty co Preach, when 
h FF thcy can no longer hinder us by force,” would 
r= Y ftroak vs into filence and neglect of our Office, 
'Y by a few ſuch filly and confident reaſoniugs as 


4 * 


this F#thar uſcth,as if ro binder our Miniftry 

| and Lahour one way or other were their w- 
tereſt and wark, I will not offend the Readers 

rs, by giving chem the name that ] think ov 

they deſaves but wiſh then ready x Theſe, \ 
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= Points of oy na do quier- We 
ly ip God, by themſclves, But ir is fo: WH 
rate for. Separated Allemblies —_— 
their Religion aug work, to wake bikers odi.. We 
ons,aud taftiouſty to draw Diſciples and aflc- 
ciatcs to themſelyes, thac they muſt alſo thank; 
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p wt; 'y | "Th 
brſaxe z [bue. only. '20' thoſe this 
Tool yes fo. ro de frow:His 
| 6-5 Dechoration. ' 3. That | he -calleth 
* not Parocbial , Charcbes , but Fmaeartorys 2 
4. That he joyncth two queſtions mto one, 
E which therefore muſt be. diſtinctly." At, E 
1 twered. 4 2 
E”. Sef7.. 3» My. Ankwer i Is, I. Iris noe edvith- b 
E able for any Noxconformiſis , who before + held | I 
- ©; che Pariſh Congregations to be true.Chu 2 
& aud their communion lawful , aud” uled'ts } 
" F communicate with them, to change 'thele 
© F. princaples, nor to recounCe, or totally forbedy ©: 
* | fach communion, 2; But ic is advi for 3 
F them, 'wheni they are caſt our of, the 
Miniſtry, and hoMddes to Prexvims he Baa 
riſh. Temples, but have leave'to-extraſe  rheit 
} Miniftry clſewhere, accordingly dlcyhere-a 
=W exerciſe ic 3 either in ſtated, or occafivnat: AG 
F femblics, that ſhall be parrs or nd parts ofthe - 
© Pariſh-Congregations, as the variery of I 
and cafes ſhall require, *which Adleinblits 
be dint and ſeperate from: the- laid: Periſhu 
Congrepations , hey as Chappdrbey lop | L 
fomewherc ) as one Pariſh-Congregation'iy | 
oper) are from roomy” Hh nar. _— E 
ce,7 if you w ſeparacion.- : 
this hue fora zime, with Proſefſion of grees 
| pon andofs defirero'retumn' inc 
on pang A as ſoor; as; you. cy) Þ | 
0 © -arnakgagtahuan on whey ap v4 
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that am a dying man, would. be loth to 


ſhould the ealilier be agreed is all the reſt of 
our differences. 


plas Admonitions. 


itt. 
—_—_ 
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Conſidere : 


Se, x. Aving diſclaimed the Approving 

and Cenſuring His Majeitzes De- 
claration, he queſtioneth | Whether it 'be ad- 
7! wiſeable,eſpecially for the Presbyterians , ether 
| bf in Conſcience or Prudence, 'to take advantage 
"'' from His Majeſties Declaration, to deny or ve- 


#: Gate their Communion with the Parochial Con. 
I , gregetions, and te garher themſelves into di- 
 . finttand ſeparate Chnrcher. | 
< Seft. 2, Here note, 1, That the Epiſco- 
| pts or mph ron; have none of 

" tis eſpecial advice, 2, That he feemeth to 
a0 1; ry none in Lo:dox or effewherce who 

| 
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3. 15,26: And to rej them ( by what namey. 
pr Titles ſoever they be diſtinguiſhed ) that F 


Rand in their caſe befote God, and that if they. | 
and I were well agreed, that there is indeeda 
God,a Chriſt,a Heaven, and a Hell,I rbink we © 


Some Teachers need theſe 


The Queſtioniſts fating of bis Queſtion 


wed their Communion with: che Parith- . : 
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_Q>1) | "DM 
Churches EN Gs Ly To' thoſe this 
would cake advantage fo to de from His Moaje... 
flies Dechoration. 3. That he calleth them 
not Perochial Churches, but Congregations. 
4- That he joyneth two queſtions into one, 
which therefore muſt be diſtinctly ' an- 
twered. 7 | 
Set. 3. My Anſwer is, 1. It is not adviſe. 
able for any Nonconformiſts , who before held 
che Pariſh Congregations to be true.Churches, 
and their communion lawful , aud uſed to 
communicate with them , to change theſe 
principles, nor to renounce, or totally forbear 
ſuch communion, © 2, Bur it 15 adviſcable for 
them, 'when they are caſt out of, the Pariſh- 
Miniſtry, and forbidden to Preach in the Pau 
riſh-Temples, but have leave to exerarſe theit 
Miniſtry clſewhere,. accordingly clcwhere to 
exerciſe it 3 either in ſtated, or occafional Aſ- 
ſemblics , thac ſhall be perts or no parts of the 
Pariſh-Congregations, as the variety of places 
and caſes ſhall require, which Affewblies ſball 
be diftinf# and ſeparate from the ſaid Periſhu 
Congregations , either as Chappels: bez oy 
( ſomewhere ) as one Pariſh-Congregation' is 
{eperate from another , being not. one, nor in - 
one place, if you wall call that ſeparation. Bux: 
this hue for a time, with Profcfiton of grear: 
unwillingneſs, and of s dcfire to return 1nto/ NY! 
the Parachial Minaſtery 4 as ſoon as you carv 
,rocure them leave 3 But reſolving, mat_ to. be, ; 
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"I 
Tdle, Cruel, Sacrilegions , and Perfidions till 
then, but co live with all godly conformable: 
Miniſters, with Chriftian Love, and Peace, | 
and Concord, if ic be poſſible, and you will | 
give them leave, wn 

Se. 4. When you ſay | They cannot but. 
wnderſiand the Declaration to be @ very firit 
Probibits om of all ſuch private Meetings as the 
Lew . fliles Conventicles | you know not | 
whoſe anderſlandings you talk of. 1. We | 
know not, that the Law doth not call our 
Houſe Meetings, now tolerated ( though the ! 
door be open ) Conventicles: If nor, it had | 
been well for us, if you would have proved ic | 
fooner. 2. And if you are ſure that the Law {| 
callech none of the Papiſts tolerated private 
Meetings, Conventecles, we knew not ſo much: 
And why ſhould -you feign us to be as wile as 
your ſelf, 

SeB. 5. Asto your three wayes, I anſwer 
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i. 2 I believe the Precbyterians will joyn 

7! with the [adependents, nor as a Se# (as you 
call chem ) bur in all that they think good and 

warrantable. | 

; 3 2. Thar they will exerciſe their Miniftery 

” 5x, 28 they arc by Covenant engaged, for Chriſt 

+” * F and mens Souls, and will bear with you, if 
7 you call _ [ cn. wp a Farmey pan. 

; & ( hoping yer that you ſer nor up wholly fer your 


3. And they wi a, God with the 


| n Se& of the Divceſan Prelatiſis in the Pariſhs 
* I Churches allo, as far as will ſtand wich che due 
Cs WM excrciſe of their proper Miniſtery : But will 


not promiſe you to give over Preaching to be- 
_ © WH come. your conſtant, Auditors or Diſciples. 
wt WF 5:2. 6. You underſtand neither the Mew 
@ BW that you talk of, nor their Cauſe : they take 
he il not che Independents Afſemblics to be [ the 
ot il Tents of Enemies ;] they leave terms of Exzuz= 
Ve Þ 5 among Brethren , to thoſe that have exmi- 
ir Y zyin their hearts, Nor do they | rawely de- 
ie oY liver wp the Cauſe, ] The moſt Nonconform= 
d FF able Miniſters of my acquaintance, whole 
ict IJ judgment I ever asked of that macter, do 
V & ſ{ecmeo thinkas I my ſelf do, that the Epi/- 
Ee copal, Pretbyterians, Independents, and Erafti- 
1: @ns, have each ofthem ſome Truth and Good 
5 which above the reſt they do defend ; and 
each of them ſome ſpecial miſtake, where they 
7 err abovethe reſt: And if we could know it, 
we would take the Beft from among them all, - - 


 # and leave the worſt: And not maintain 

1 'F Church-quarrels, under pretenſe , that we 
muſt not flie ro the Enemy , and give wp the 
Canſe. 


3 Se. 7. O the confidence of this Adviſer in 
g--his own underſtanding ; that dare ſay | That 
jj. is ſure that the Precbyterians bave no reaſon . 

to engage 1n 4 way of publick, Worſhip comradin © 
birdt eur Parochial Congregations, ] 


| That 
PIR IS 
: af Re "MBE hen oh 


_— 
4" 
my Fo 
® 2+ Lg Pn vc, 
CHOY IT - ABD EDT, 
of aa tes ed 
A CRLON 


, > ada Cod 
vv 7 IN oo Os ET ORE 8 Te] 


FX If £5 Lot *4 e 


I DG MM COS . "YALE 
wo My 7 F.. 


wy 30 EE 
* x, That is Centr adiflin which is not oppes” 
ſte , or adverſe , but cither co-ordinate ( as 
one Pariſh to another ) or ſubordinate ( as a 
Chappel). - | 
- 2.And what man ! Is a Vow and Dedication . 
ro Preach the Goſpel , no reaſon to Preach ir. 
elſewhere, when its forbidden us in your Af. 
femblies? Is the alienation of Confecrared 
perſons o Sacriledge ? 1s the notorious need 
of many hundred thouſand Souls 40 reaſon ? | 
Is the exercifing of a Worſhip and "Diſcipline | 
more agreeable to Gods Word than yours | 
( we are ready co give you the proof when we | 
have leave, ) no reaſon ? Is the relieving of 
many godly Chriſtians, who are caſt out of | 
our communion, becauſe they dare not Con.. | 
m, 20 reaſon ? Had We had leave to have con- 
Fiarxed the filly reaſonings of Mr. Fulwoed and | 
; fome fach other Pampbleteers , produced a- Mi 
aginſt the Nenconformiits , we had long ago Ml 
ſhewed you cauſe ro repreſs ſuch ſelf eſteem, 
which dare ſay | 1 am ſure they bave no | 
Feraſon |. 8 
Se. 8. And this man that is ſure they 
have noreaſon for it, could inſtance in no I : 
; grcater than the Obje&tion, that It will ſeem J 
. 5 þ av wndervaluing their liberty , and ingratitnde } * 
to the King, W - 
x1. We have no reaſon to be ungrateful to | 
the King, nor to undervalue our Liberty. . | 
2. But did that move the Londen _ 
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ſters and others,to x7 this whole; beldte 
the gums : oY 

3, When aye that Greater 
Hurt than God, will Nllw our — 
and Miniftry; and when you have pro 
that rhowgh all the Paprits in England, do wſe 
\(. WH the liberty of the Toleration in the Declaration, 
ed the Nenconformifts muſt not , bur filencly 

cave Our ſufficient Conformifts ro do all the 

» > MW work againft Ignorance, Infidelity, Popery, 
ne MF and: Senſuality themſelves ; I ſay, when your 
urs WM have proved this well, you may again bleſs 
we i the people with our filence , and perſwade us 
of MF tofileace our ſelves, when you cannot do it 
of FF otherwiſe. - | 
n-. &F - Set, 9. Buthefaith(p. 6.) Their ange= 
n- i »w:t5 and gratitude to God and the King will 
id BY Ge better expreſſed by thezr Conformaty, and Loy. 
a- BW al obedience to the known Laws, than by the uſe 
70 il of the Liberty permitted to the contrary. 
n, Anſw. He Cab chat we mult not give 
vo © him- our Reaſons againſt Conformity. He 

J cannor but know that many that: Conform 


Y © nor, in all the matters of Subſcriptions, Decla- 
0 YI rations, Oathes, Diſcipline, 8c. ( not medling 
» Þ© with other mens Conſciences,) do think ic 
ie ©} would be in them a compoſition of ſuch hai. 


FF nous crimes, as they do torbear to namechem, 
4 for fear of ſeeming to be accuſers of ochers,and 
4 to be unpeaccable: And if he think that ſuch 
toys, as Mr, Fulwoods,Mr, Sirlemans,and. Mrs 
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fatisfie them, he chic 
contemptibly of their underſtandings.  Angf 
ations as thoſe, will 
yield to what their Conſcrences fear, can ſcarty. 
tell what he may not yield to before he dieth, 
Let him procure us leave , but to publiſh ourg: 
Reaſons againf# Conformity, and then let him. 
cel] us that we were bettar ( onform , When, he 
hath anſwered them. Ic's calic to talk whe 
none muſt confute him, and to brave ic againſt ' 
one whole tongue is tyed, 
Set. x0. His next Suppoſition is, that rhe 
water of this Liberty is evil, 1 amgladit is 
not evil for the Conformiits to Preach and 


- Worſhip God, leſt it would have been lawful 


eo none at all. We are glad that Chriſt is 
Preached, even by them that do it contents- 
ouſly , in exvy and ſirzfe, to add to our Aff;ftie 
0x5 and Bexds : But we will not our ſelves give. 
over Preaching, Praying , nor the reſt of the 
Chriftian Religion, becaule ſuch men cau call 
it evil. He thar faith our Preaching is ev5/,may 
cempt men to think chat the Goſpel which we | 
Preach 1s evil,or that /nfidelity, Atherſm,Senſw. 
ality, and Wickgdneſs which we Preach againſt | 
is good or harmlels. Is it good in you, and evsl | 
in us to Preach che ſame Goſpel ? If you curn 
co them that Calumniace , us of Preaching 
Errour, or Seditzon , the Law is open, our 
Writings aud. Dottrine arc calily. tryed; If 
we ſay cvil , bear 'witnels of the " - 
Sd Re If: 
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CHAP, IV. 


Whether to gatbet themſelves into diftinft 
and ſeparate Congregations » fs unlaws 
ful tn the judgment of the Presbyteri- 
ans themſelves * 


SH, 1, T '# proving the Affirmative is his 

work, pag. 7, &c. But the Preſ- 
byterians do not love confuſion , nor to diſpute 
_ bliadly-ftated Queſtions. They diftin- 
gun, 


x, Between bare Local diRinflron, and » 


ſeparation; afid that which is eminently called 
Separation in England, and denominated from 
the SeperatFr,which is [| ſeperating from the 
Pariſh-Charches, Miniitry,8 Worſhip, as being 
n true Churches, Mimftry and worlds - or at 
leaſt ſuch as no Chriſtians rhay lawfully Coma 
municate with, in Defirind, Prayer , and Sa- 
crements, when they can bave no beitir. | In 
che former ſenſe ( as is ſaid ) one Pariſh- 
Church is ſepdrar# from, another. And if 
there be any difference in cheir' Forms or W .* 
Modes of Wortip fo wa thre berwee p \ 
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fil at Ceſarea, PV ng SY at Neoceſarea; Wt 
and between Rome and Millane, and betwee W-/ 

| zmoſt all the Catholick Biſhops for many 
hundred years. And ſo now, one Pariſh-Miz. 
niſter prayeth freely in the. Pulpic afcer Ser 
mon, and before; another by a Form ; a third'Me 
biddcth prayer before; and a fourth prayerh 
not afterward at all, And yetthele are: not 
ſeparated Churches, any otherwiſe than Local. 
ly and m{vch Modal differences, 

2, They diſtinguiſh berween a. Pariſh- 
Church that impoſeth nothing on the Mini- | 
ſters or People that God forbidderh, and ong 
that,doth, * : : 

3. And betwcen a Parjſh-Church that is 
R:tormable, in that which notoriouſly needs 
e:h R:tormation 3 and one that ſolemnly Cos 
venanta h agamnit Retortnation, | —_ 

4. They diſtinguiſh berwcen a Pariſhs 
Church hat. is ſuch, and ownch ir (elf for 
ſuch: And a Pariſh-Congregation that hath 
no propex Biſhop, nor Paſtor who hath the i 
power of the Keys of Governmenc, but is cal. iſ 
led by its Rulers only a part of a Church, (Dix 
oceian}) and. the Meniſler, but the Dioceſan Wh 
Bithops-Curat, <2 | «- 

5. "They diſt ngutſh-berween a Pawſh-; W*« 
Church where the Miniſters an queſtion arc: | 
forbidden co preach, -and che People to have 
the'Sacrament, or their Children co. be, bapti-. | 
zed, unleſs they will ay and do ſuch hg j 

ney 5 
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4; ley dare not do for fear of God's diſpleaſure j_ 


recs MAnd a Pariſh-Chufch, that driveth none ſuc 
any MWaway from Miniſtry or Communion. And 
Mi. BY now will this Adviſer prove that what __ 
ers WPrecbyterians ever ſaid in off caſc, muſt reac 


uird Mt» all others, that are ſo differenc, | 
eth Set. 2, He next queſtioneth, x. | Do you 
not Wot allow ewr Parochial Churches to. be trad 
-al. WC hurches? | | 

= ſw. Yea, thoſe of them that have trrae 
ſh- WP «ſors, but vs others, (1a a political or orga. 
ni- W1ized ſenſe. 
ne Y 2. Quelt. And will you not account 

ſuch Congregations @ ſhall be gatbered to your 

lowed places to be truer C ad > alſo?) 
An{#. In ſome places we will, and in ſome 


0s Wire will cake them bur as parts of che Pariſh- 
* Wburch; And in ſome we will rake them bue 
hs Wor temporary Aſemblies, waiting for a fixed 
or Mercer ſtate; Aud in ſome we will take them 


th Wor Charcbes ſceundym guid, buc not implici- 
ne Wer; Even as the caſe of each particular place 

7 I J quireth,. | | | | 
i= MW Sef,.3. And hence follows the cry of 
an WScbiſw, [adependents, Brownifls, rank Separ a- 
_ Wife, &c. As if che Miniſters of Chrift did 
1=; Yknow no difference berween #eiſe and ſepſe, 
Ee i Yea, we are told of Seb LC] froxs the Charc of 
England, when I would give him all the mo. 
Yney is oy perks, to make meunderftand prhac 
3 . 4 


tured of a Pars regens, and a Pars ſobdita;” 


T7. I know that har AO King i is ee Civil.Headl 
ot G vernour of it, Bat it is a Cenſtitmtivs! 
Eccleſisſlical Head that maſt denominare ity, ; 
as, an eſlential part. 

2, I rake it for granted he ſpeaks of s Chavch. 
organized in a oo political ſenſe, as conſti="; 


and not as an ungoverned Community, 

3. I'rake it for granted that we have two 
Archbiſhops, and they tell me, that one is not 
under the Governmenrt' of the other. And if 
that be true, we may have a Church of Canter. 
bury,and a Church of York, bat no one Church 
of England as denominated from one of them 
as Head, 

4. I take it for eninteld that the Convoca. 
tion is not the Conſtitutive-Head, 1. Becauſe 
It is ſo ſeldom in being, thar then we ſhould 
ſeldom haye a Church of Exgland : For the 
Eſſence ceaſeth with the effential part, 2. And 
the Canon thundreth againſt them that deny 
the Conyocation to be the Reprefentative. 
Church of England. Tf it mean of the whole; 
Church, Paſtors and People, then the People! 
rule and miake Canofis by them (as the Sepa- 
rarithcYold: :) And it is the Head of the Church: 
only that we enquire aftef, Tf they mean the 


þ Cl ' then the Repreſentative-Church orj 
_ He 


mult be ſoniewhat' diftinat* from-rhes 
Real re preſented. 'Tf it be che whoke Cterg =] 
that” i rh Real Re Crane H 


then we are Popular, or Presbyterian ; for-the 
Presbyters are the major part by far, And 
what Rulers are they that never rule the 
Chutich as one, by themſelves , but' only by 
Repreſentatives, -I confe(s cahly that many 
Churches united under one King, and living 
in one Kingdom, and having thereby ſpecial 
opporcunity for Synods, and Correſpondence 
and Concord, may be called «»e Church, by 
a denomination, x, accidencal, '2, and hu- 
mane, not uſed in Scripture 5 And we will not 
be ſo quarrellome as co avoid chat language 
em MW where men will needs uſe it: But it 15 the 
Thing, and not the None, that we: enquire 
& of: #hat «© that One Effentral Conflitutrve- 
uſe i Head which maketh the Churches of England 
als fo #e all one Church, in a proper political ſenſe, 
che MY £tÞat 1s, 4 & Governed-Socrety? None quetii- 
na 2 che Crvil-Head 5 none queſtion che need of 
Communion and Agreement among all theſc 
Churches, But the Queſtion is only of che 
ole fl one Eccleſfieſiich Confluturove Head. And it 
you will have the Queſtion tobe de romine, 
P pardon us for holding that forwe deneminae. 
r<Y Bur if you will devomunate matiy Churches 
the [One] from Ong Accident, inftcad of One [n- 
dividual Form or Eſſence; and if you will uſe _ 
terms in Divine Matters, which God rever fo , 
uſed in his Word, we contend nat againſt you, 
but only deſire to underſtand you, when you 
charge us wirh Schiſme from the Church of Enge 
PF obnihn C3 lanl. 


'638$') A 
laxd. We have ob _—y what 'hath .-been- the 
effect of ſuch another enterprize in the Roman 
Empire : It-was thought meet by Princes that 
where the Empire was One, the Churg 
ſhould be in ſome fort One allo, which-was 
under them, Whereupon Rowe had che chinf) 
Patriarchate, Bur in time, x. this Hummer 
Unity (name and thing) is pretended to be Dy. 
vine; 2. And this One Imperial Church (ut 
der one Emperour ) 15 taken to be One Vng- 
verſal Church; as if the Indians, Perſians, 
and all other Chriſtians (even the Abaſſtan Em: 
pire) had been part of. it, and the Orbis Re- 
marc had been Orbis Hnueyerſalu., 3. And 
then no man 15a Chriſtian thart is not baptized 
into this Papal Church, atd .made a Subjet 
of the Pope,» Tell us w hat you mean by ouf 
Schiſm fron. the Charch of England? We di 
vide nox our (elves from the King or Kingdom, 
or from the particular Churches as concordane 

* an any neceflary thing. - It it be only that we 
agree not with the Mazat V ote 10 all Sabſcrapy | 
tions , Ouths, Diſcipline or Ceremomes; No | 
more did. the:Bithops in che, Roman Empire, | 
who had: various Liturgics 3 nor G:/das with 
the Britains, nor eAmbreſe avd Martin with | 
the French and /talian Biſhops ; nor the Epix 
{copal party: in Scotland heretofore with the | 
Presbyterians, when they were the major part, | 
Is cvery diflerence in things waneceſſary tram | 

the major part," « Schiſa frow them? The | 
voir ems nad EEE Biſhops 


Biſhops thought nc 7 in England fifeeen = 
years ago: We donor go (o far with you, as 
" Ire with his Britiſh Clergy, who pronoun» 


d him »on ex;minm Chriſliazars', 110 7x- 


urch cellent Chriſtian, that called them Prieffs or 
dint Minfters, and not rather Proditores, Traitors, 
27 as he himſelf did, © Nor do we make ſuch a 


Schiſt as Martin ſeemed to flo, who renounced 
Communion with the Biſhops and thar 'Sy- 
ur i nods (all his life) who had prolecuted the 
nr Priſcilianits with the Secular Sword. Yer 
«u!, WM neither of theſe holy meu are called Separatifts 
m—_ T2 
f But perhaps i: is' our  Diſobedjence to the 
_ Church that '1s our Schiſm trom it. rx.” Bur ' 
ed. every obe that maketh himielf an Eccleſiaſtical 
ject Governour over otlier Paſtors and Churches, 
Our WF is not therefore their rightful Lord; | The King 
db we know, and his Ofticers we know, ' bur we 
ms WM know nor all chat call chemſclyes* our Lords 
ant WF or Maſters, Not 'but that obedience is. the 
El eaſſeſt courſe of life, to a quiet humble'mind : 
*Pr Y Bur fidelity to our King commandcth the diſ- 
No Y owning of Xſurpers. Eh 
Fry 2. WI coules 'that we do not aQually 
th Y be the Civil unqueſtionable Power in every 
th ; particle about Godz Worſhip which hath 
ptr i been commanded us 5 I need not tell you 
he Y why. No more did the Chriſtians for three 
Y hundred years after Chriſt ; nor the Ortho- 
dox Biſhops in the 'dayes of Conftantins, 
"= 3 + 4 C '4 | V ales, 
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Valens, &c, nor kg Proteſtants now in” 
France , nor the Calvimſts now in Swedes; 
Denmark, Saxonie 5 nor the Lutherans unde 
Calviniſt Goyernours, &c. We compare not. 
our Rulers to any of theſe, in any other res"! 
ſpect, but only as Rulers; but it you your 


ſelves are reſolved to ſay end ſubſcrite, and 
ſwear, and do whatever lawtul Rulers bid you, 
its poſſþle that before you dye, you may 
ſhew thar indeed you are not of our minds, . 

3- But who ever took every a& of diſobe« 
dience in a Circumſtance, in a Fawi{y or 
Kingdomgto be a Schiſm from that Family or 
Kingdom? Do you rule by ſuch a Law of Works 
or lenoceycy,which cucs off men for cvery diſo- 
bedience, and cenſwreth b;mw that obeycth not 
pericaly in all things? 

4- And methinks chis ſhould not be your 
meaning, becauſe by Nonconformicy, we more 
diſobeyed our Rulers before their Toleration, 
than ſince ; and yet jt 1s our preaching aftey 
that you call our Schiſm from the Church. 
You fee what trouble you put men to, to uns | 
derftand you, becauſe you ſpeak unintelligib- 
ly and coufuledly. _ : 

If you tell me that the, Presbyterians ofened | 
a Naitonal Church in Scotland. I anſwer, | 

1. So do, as before deſcribed , that is, as 
denaminatcd, 1 From. an accident, and not 
trom an I:d;:vidugting Form , and therefore | 
equivecally and umpropert 7, 2 And bamaneb, | 

 gudfo wnnceflariy, *  2'And; 


| + TOY”: OO on mo 
2, Andif Bb ala Prechyterians doit 
otherwiſe, that's nothing to me , who am no 
more bound co their Opinion than yours, And 
ſure che Church of England is not called One 
in the Presbyterian ſence,as an Ariſtrocracie, 
or - Heuadid by the whole Clergie con- 
unQ. 
ou, Se. 4. The reſt, p, 8, 9, 10, need no 
ay Wl other anſwer, then 
; I, That theald Pariteves never held it un- 
bes Wl lawtultor them to preach in houſes, even when 
or Wl they had no Toleracion. 5 
or 2. As they held ic lawful to hold Lay-com- 
rhe WH munion wich Pariſh-Churches that have true 
iſo. WM Miniſters, ſo do we. 
not 3. They never ſaid, it was unlawful to hold 
communion Wigh ay beſides the' Pariſh-Chur- 
»ur Wl chesz no more will we, What Law tyerF'us 
ore Ml to be ſuch Schiſwaticks as to renounce cons 
on, W munion with all other Churches, excepr Payo. 
tee ill chial and Conformifts, or what Noxnconformiſfi 
ch. W cver held ic? > JOE 
in- 4, Whoſe conſcicnce ſhould ſooner:' axcuſe 
ib. W him of Scbiſm; \ A Conformifts, that willhold 
Communion with none but hisown party, bur 
ed M ſeperatath from all the other Churches m the 
S Land> Orours, that reſolve to to hoſd com 
munion ſeaſonably with all true Chriſtian 
Churches. among us, that 'teach not Hoereſle, 
nor preach down Holineſs, Love or Peace, and 
deny us not their communion, unlels we will 
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fig? Let the impaztial' judg which. of us is 


P 
the Seb:[matick and Separarit, | 

5- Do you not hold ic lawfal for a Miniſter 
to remove from one Pariſh to another; and 
for ans | man for his ſouls edification,, to re- 


moye his dwelling into another Pariſh where 
is a better Miniſter? ' And what if forty Fa. 
mylies do {02 who calleth any of this Separa. 
tion ? And what if it had þeen into the Pa. 
riſh of Dedbaw, Aſhby, Whitmore, Prefton, 
whenTobn Rogers, Arther Hilderſhams , Fobu 
Ball, Fobn Dod, all Nonconformiits, were al- 
Jowed to preach there wichour Conformity, 
Had this been Separation and Schiſm:,or not? If 
yea, What Law of God or Man forbad it? What 
Church did they divide from? It nay, why cheit 
15 it Schiſms to joyn with ſuch men is other. 
places? Where lyeth your Point of Schiſm 
or Separation ? Is ir for going out of their own 
Parifues? I. So Men in Londen have ever 
done to other. Pariſh-Churches, 2. And 
who ever made 2 Pariſh and a Church Syno- 
nytal, Jure Divine? Shall myrable conveni- 
encies be turned into imumureble. veceſſities ? 
Wh then?Is it for going to a Noncenform;##? 
) ſo did thoſe befare mentioned, Ts it for go- 
" Ing toa private houſe? x. So did many Epiſ- 
cope! Paſtors fanrtcen years ago, 2; And | 
To London ſince the Fire, . 3- And 

$.2n Ul argurgent, againſt chem, thaz would 
Ho as Kh fain 
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| harder to us » Acyd defire, ic, to draw mary 
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ie of them? . 


(43) 
fain Prege. 1n the oubi ick Teaples, if they 
could have leave. As far as I diſcern, this duſt 
of Schiſm which you would caſt into other 

mens eyes , obligeth you to wink haxd , 
leſt it be blown back inco your own, 

' Se. 5, The love of peace, and the feer of 
frightning any further as Pariſh-commy- 
nion than I deſire, do oblige me to forbear fo 
much as to deſcribe or #ame the additional 
Conformity , and that fin which Nonconfor- 
wiſts fear and fly ftrem , . which maketh ic 


good people to communion with Conformuſts, 
than cn of old, But when both rei and 
Love of Peace and Concord forbid us , ſo much 
as toname the Cauſes, it isdifingenicus for the 
culpable to take that advantage againſt us, and 
to. urge us to do that which they than- 
felyes cannot bear, 

* . Set, 6. Buc with full ſail of ts "3 
ednels he next comes upon us, with this az an 

deniable.proof, that [ owr embers are 7 Y 
ben ont of tree Churches. ] Who would gain» 
{ay.a man of ſuch underſtanding? 

But x. Do not thoſe, as, gfpreſaid, that re- 
move from one Pariſh Church to another, res 
move from true Churches ? 

2. How many Biſhops have written $4 
the Church of Rewe is a true Church 
Halls Colle&ion againſt Burton ſhewerh you = 

and muſt no. Crurches therefore be gaeres 


fig > Let the im 


paxtial juds which. of us is” 
the Sebriſmatick and SeparaniiF, "— 

$- Do you not hold ic lawfal for a Miniſter 
to remove from one Pariſh to another; and 
for any man for his ſouls edification, to re- 
moye his dwelling into another Pariſh where 
is a better Miniſter? ' And what if forty Fa. 
milies do ſo? who callerh any of this Separa. 


"tion ? And what if it had been into the Pa. 


riſh of Dedbaw, Aſhby, Whitmore, Preſton, 
whenFob»s Rogers, Arthur Hilderſham , Fobs 
Ball, Fobn Dod, all Nonconformiits, were al- 
lowed to preach there wichour Conformity; 
Had this been Separation and Schiſn:,or not? If 
yea, what Law of God or Man forbad i12What 
Church did they divide from? It yay, why then 
15 it Schoſm to joyn with [ſuch men is other 
places? Where any your Pont of Schiſm 
or Separation ? Ixir for going out of their own 
Parifies? 1. So Men in London have ever 
done to other. Pariſh-Churches, 2. And 
who ever made 2 Pariſh and a Church Syno- 
nyTal, Fare Divine? Shall murable conveni- 

rurned into zomutable. veceſſities ? 


Encies 
| Wh then?ls is for going co a Nonconformi#t? 
) ſo did thoſe befare mentioned, Is it for go- 
' Ing taa private houſe? x. So did many Epr(- 
caps Paſtors fourteen years ngo, 2, And |, 


pa London fince the Fire, 3» And 
$21 ill argurgent, againſt chem, thag would 
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fain Preach. in the publick Temples, if they 

. could have leave. As far as Idiſcern, this duſt + 

id of Schiſm which you would caſt into other 
mens eyes , obligeth you to wink hazd , 


by leſt it be blown back inco your own, 

" Set. 5, Thelove of peace, and the feer of 
Rn frightning any further itrom Pariſh-commy- 
_ nion than I deſire, do oblige me to forbear fo 
5 much as to deſcribe or name the additional 
" Conformity , and that fin which Nonconfor- 
l wits fear and fly frem , . which maketh ic 
7 hardcr to us that defire, it, ro draw mar 


þ ood people to communion with Conformufts 
[f — Ts of old, But when both Law, and 
it Love of Peace and Concord forbid us , ſo much 
" as toname the Cauſes, it is difingenicus for the 
7 culpabletorakethat advantage againſt us, and 
” to. urge us to do that which they them- 
® | fclyes cannat bear, Sei A 
* . Sed. 6. Buc with full fajl of felf.condeit. 
edneſs he next comes upon us, with this as an 
ugdeniable.proof, that [ owr Members are. ta- 
ken ont of true Churches. ] Who would gains 
{ay.a man of ſuch underſtanding? = 
But 1. Do not thoſe, as aforeſaid, that re- 
move from ane Pariſh Church to, another, res» 
move from true Churches ? PEE 
* 2, How many Biſhops have written that 
the Church of Rewe is a true Church ( as 
Halls Colle&ion againſt Burton ſhewerh you) 
and muſt no. Churches therefore be gatl 
"ous of them? , © 3s VVnat- 


he > 
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.” 3. What advantage then hath eve ry fool: 
iſh' Superſtitious Prieſt above God , and over 


all good Chriſtians? God bids us worſhip him I © 
according to his Law, andto do all ch;vgs in ;} 
order and decently, and to edification. And YI To 
| muſt not God be obeyed ? No, if che Prieſt © . 


will not conſent: For if he will worſhip God I} «£ 
fooliſhly, with non-ſence, andecently, diſor- 


derly, againſt edification, you cannot help it 3 Y 
his tollowers may be a ere (burch ſtill, and WW 1 
then no man muſt remove to worſhip God bet-= ſl { 
ter than pleaſeth the Prieſt, He that is fal- Iſh © 
len under ſuch drunken Readers, as I was bred Eh . 


under in my youth, that were drunk many 
Limes oftner than they preached (I am reidy i} | 
to prove it, for they never preached, bur were 
drunk oft; ) this poor man and his Family 
muſt venture cheir Souls on this ſotiſhDrank. 
ard; conduct, becauſe it is a true Church, and 
they muſt not go from a tr#e Church; Whar a 
trick hath cheDcvil found ro bind men co con- 
ſtancy in his ſervice, ſo it be done in a rrae 
Church! Alas poot England, whoſcTeachers talk | 
| confidently at this rate, becauſe they can ſay 
that they do it in a tr#e Church, & did not'the 
Parhament rake a Church out of a tre Church, 
when they - ſeparated Covent-Garden from 
Martins Pariſh, And ſoit is when Pariſhes 
| are divided jnco two, one part is ſeparated 
from the other, X 
* Se, 7; Bur faftious Diſputers ſee bur on 
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one fide. You chougke not that you your 

ſelf were all this while proving your felves 
Schiſmaticks. I undertake to prove that 
ſtors and People are the Conflitnmrive Eſſentials 
of a true Charch:That Dt. Seaman,Mr.Calemy, 
Dr. Marton, Mr.Gonge,Dr. Bates, Dr. Facomb, 
and abundance more ſuch:, with che peopte 
{ubje& to them, as Paſtors , were true Chur- 
cbes, | 

Prove you if you can,that on Ag.24.1662, 
they were degraded, or theſe true Churches 
diſlolved, on any reafon, which any Chur- 
ches for 6co years after Chriſt would 
own. 

Mf" 1 frot ,-you feem your {elf co accufe 
their Succeſlors, of Schi;ſms, for drawing away 
part of the people fromchem mr! by the | 
advantage of having the Temples and Tyhes ) 
and ſo gathering Churches out of rrue Chur- 
ches 3 ſo ordinary is ic for ſelf-cſteeming men 
to talk to their own reproach and condems 
nation. | 

Se. $. Butas to his ſecond ObjeQion, I 
will cake his part z7and chongh we differ not at 
all from che Dodtrine of the Church of Exgland 
( till the new DoQrine about Infants was , 
brought into the new Rubrrick) yet it is not 
1”, minutioribus that we differ from the Confor= 
wiſts ; gather from it what you can. God 
knoweth we think che marters 1n difference, ve- | 
ry far from things indifferem., | « 
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CHAP. V. 


conformiſts preaching more lawful, of 
their duty, than it was before * 


Sth. 1. H* Seft. 2. Pro. 2, is impertinent, 

For, 1. He knoweth luctle, if 
he know nor, that the Nonconformiſis did befort 
take ſuch preaching and meetings to be lawful, 
and a duty in reſpect of the Law of God,where 
they had opportamty to uſe them, 

2, Bur they take it for a double fin, to neg- 
Ic& a duty, when they have Liberty granted 
them by the King to pertorm it, But he 
knoweth we take God for our ablolute Sove- 
raign, and think that none can repeal his 
Laws, becauſe that none hath any power but 
from him ; and we ſuppoſe thac he will paſs the 


final ſentence on Kings and us. To what pur- 


whether Mex make it lawful for Chrifts Con- 
ſecrated Miniſters to preach, when God com- 
wandeth it. | : 
Seft. 2. But pag,14.he thinks be may ſafely 
ſay, [that the Declaration dth not ſp much as 
wncommand and wninjojn any thing, which the 


IVhether the Pochivation make the Nons ' 


} poſe is it then among Chriſtians to queſtion , ! 


Law - 
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Law properly commands Or unjoyns |, 

Anſw. Say you ſo? 1. The Law cott- 
mandeth Magiſtrates - to. execute the penal 
Laws. The King forbiddeth them : Is noc 
that to wncommend them? 

2, The Law commandeth us not to meet 
above ſour in a private houſe for worſhip, 0. 
therwiſe than, &c, The King ſaſpendeth , or 
diſpenſeth with chis Command, and not onl 
with the penalty, And js not a ſuſpenſion © 
a Precept an wncommanding, though not '& 
commanding of the contrary? I will not ins 
ſtance in Jarres indifting Papiſts, 8&c. 

| Set, 3. Bur he ſubilly cells us that the 
Declaration meddles neicher with the Pre- 
ceptive nor Panitive parts of the Law, but 
only wich the Execution, which is ex:rinfick to 
bath, All Lawyers muſt come Ilcarn anew 
.of him, whatit isto diſpenſe with a Law. Av 
if che Command | Tos (ball exenine and puniſh 
ſuch 8ſuch men, and the prohibirion| Tow [half 
rot puniſh them, but protett them | were not 
contrary. Noar the prohibition | Tow ſhall not 
meet abous faur &c- | aud the dilpenſation, 
[ Tou may meet,&c] EA 

Se, 4. But alltbis is vtterdy impertinege 
ro. them whoſe Conſcieuces never allowed 
them to forbeas their, Miniſtry in formal pbedin 
exce to any mens prahibitian', but only when 
they had not power or opporturhity. to extt- 
cile;; Ii's no duty which cannot be done. And 


etna 


' 'Ticen[emaketh thatpoſſid/ewhich was ;wpoſ 
. He that untieth my feet, accidentally maketh i 
wy duty to go, | 2} 
SeB. 5. pag. 16. Let Mr. Crofiov anſwer 
for himſclf , bur the ocher two named by you, 
Ball and Baxter have much againft you , but: 
nothing for youz and underſtand themſelyey 
becter than you underſtand them ; and he that] 
ſarvivetb, taketh himſclfro be abuſed by yout 
Allegations, and provokerh you to cite any of 
his words, which are againſt Nonconformiſly 
reaching as they have opportunity. If you 
ad rather that we were all uſed as Mr. of. 
Allein was, you may ſee by his Preface ro his 
Life, whether he was not for inch ſufferings ra« 
ther than ſilence, 
SB. 6. His reviving his pitiful ObjeRior;; 
That we have the approbaticn of Authority fot 
{perans is but a concemptible ſporting of 
imſelf at the game he is beſt skilled at; Objei 
' Ing #otb;ng,that he may ſcem co anſwer ic with 
 ſemnething. 
Seft. 3. Burt p. 18. he will bring us to Veo- 
( Mor invented ic ) and there he will 
ppole{the PFillamts of Theft, Murder and Ao 
dalicry wnpuniſbed,and pablick Mentings allows 
od where they ſhould be praftiſed. | 
Anſw. t. What ſhould the poor Noncen- 
formiſts hear , if they chus ented on 
che Clemency of the King? 
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- 2, But becauſe you will force dumb men ts - * 
ſpeak , ſuppoſe rhat m the ſame Kropia, the 
Pbiloſopby Schools which had faithful Teach- 
gt, and the Chriftian Churches that had 

aichſul Paſtors , were deprived of near 2000 . 
of them at once, and thoſe that came in their 
places, had the conſent but of che leaſt part of 
the people; and that they were ſuch as'did Do- 
ttrinally declare to the people that millions 
may be PER* withour fin, & that theyzex an- 
mo,approve of all the Gregorian Liturgie , and 
_ thing therein, and of all the Lutherans 
Conſubſtanciation, and Church-Images ; and 
when in Baptiſm they had vowed to fight a-, 
ra« W gainſt che World , the Fleſh, and the Devil 

KM under Chriſt, they ſhould contrarily upon 
or, F deliberation make a ſolemn publick Covenant, 
fot W that in their places, &callings, they would never 
endeavour to reform Cardinals, Inquiſitions, 
ME Higb-placer, Conſubſtantiation , Church-1na- 

Ich ges, or Chyrch-tyranny, & fo m partrenounce 
their Baptiſm : And ſuppoſe a clement Prince 

toe WW ſhould releaſe the cjetted Teachers from their 

vill W reftrainrs, and allow chem co fer up private 

AY ſchools of Philoſophy and Divinity , and_the 

ws BY people ſhould ſay, We arinor in conlcience caſt 

our Souls on the guidance of the P E A*& 
and therefore crave the benefir of 
your condutt : If theſe ſuffering men hail 
ſeek to reconcile them to the PERS* 
| ED and 


and defire a to have a. Tow opinian of 
them, bur yer tell them , thac rhey will noe 
deny them their own beſt. help 5; Quere, 
vines they finned 9 not being PE R» 
themſelves, or by not being cruel delerters of 
mens Souls ? and which fide 1s to be com w [1 
to the Murderers and Adwlterers? I I 
this is not our Caſe in Exgland; but if we 
muſt follow you into {ropre or Moria, let us 
have the cqurable judgment of the place, ' Fl 5, 
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Of the Inconveniencies of our Toleras 
ted Meetings, 


See, x, Othing more eaſie than for men 
VN that have ſome great advanta- 
ges, to force inconvemencies _ other mens 
orcareſt Dutics, And we look to do nothing 
in the World ſcarce that ſhall have no incon- 
venience. TI cat not one meal of ten that doth 
not make me fick. But muſt I therefore give 
over? Icantell you of more than a few in- 
conveniences of your own preaching , and 
Church-worſhip ; and yer you will not give 
it over. Bur if any ſhall make thofe inconve- 
niencies againſt our wills, and cothe grief of 
our hearts,8& then tell os that ro avoid them we 
muſt Sacrilegionſly and as Soul-warderers de= 
ſext our Miniſtery , we ſhall cafilier anſwer 
them,then they will ſhortly anſwer God. 

Se8. 2. His firſt inconvenience 15,that | Fe. 
ſhall lay down. the Cudgels and beg the peact,&c. 
of the re#Þ of the Stitaries, as well as the Inde- 
pendents. |] : pI 

Anſw, A hard point to that Sect that is 

« ar Da 7 - Tat 


SS Tw _ 


Bur if we have been at Cudyels, 


tyetb, live peaceably with all men\Bur of it be our 
diſlike ot Schijms that are the Cudgels you mean, 

ouare anſwered already. Precend not to 
cs our minds betcer than our ſelves, When 
were we againſt our own Preaching, as we 
had opportunity? 

Seft. 3. He would nex: raiſe a ſuſpicion 

[ That our Principles change with the tinwes 1 
and yet ſaith | /t « 4 thing not eaſily 0b/erved 
17 4% in any thing elſe;) Condema not your 


tcr know our minds ; | Or elſe, which w worſt 


w4i the only Spring and Wheel of our x.4al, and 
all our —— | 


this Carzality aud Hypocriſie, in the eyes of 
any ſtanders by, the Conformiſts that take up 
the Principles that go along with Safety, 
» þ Fealth , Preferments and Dignities? or the 
} Novconfornmuſts, that have near ten years been 
deprived of all Ecclefiaſtical maintenance ? 
ſome lived in excream poverty , and ſome lain 
1. Jails, &c, Sure, it we accuſe nor yew, even 
| you 


Turba gravis pats, placideq; wnimica quits; 
who know not how to lay down the Sword, 
we mean 
not tolive and dicat a work 1o uuſuicable to. 
our Religion and our minds, Reproach not 


him chat ſaid { If t be EI much as 1n you 


ſclf then by ſuſpecting irin this , cill you bets | 


of all, that our intereſt lay at the bottom , and 


Anſw, Who had been the more accuſable of” 


# t-. 
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you,of hypocritical fling carnall intereſt; 
one would think a lictle modeſty mighc have 
cured the Canker that moved x ſuſpicions 
or accuſations of mw, either as ro theſe or for- 
mer COR But my expectation of moe. 
deſty, I {ce by the following words, necds a 
pardon. | | 

Seft, 4. He addech [| Confider I beſeech 
you;how liks to Independent- Ape: your new Con- 
gregatons will makg you look , fc. | 

Anſw. That is to ſay,Come Noncouformiſts, 
if you will not be beaten from your Maſters 
work,, we will try whether we can ſcoff and 


oe WE 


od WW ſcorn you ont of it ; if that will not de , we will 
ur i pretend Chriſts Name and Authority as forbid- 
"_ ing you, For as Chrift, Matth, 4. ſo you muſt 
# i encounter 4 three-fold temptation, But we 
od BY cake pleaſure in infirmities, and can bear to be 
id } made as the vff:- ſcouring of a[l things,remem- 
bring who was cloathed in Purple, and then 
of mockt as being like a King, If you will cake 


my Spoon and Kmfe from me , and then ſay 
that I ear like an Ape or a Beaſt, | will not be 
{o prated and fooled out of my meat, If with 
D;ogenes I had caſt away my Diſh to uſe my 
bare hands , or forſaken my Houle © to live 
in a Tub, I had deſerved your dcrifion ,. but 
zf you take my houſe & ell my goods from me, 
you ſhall not mock me out of my poor Tub 
allo z We would avoid all appearenceof ovily 
Bur ouly in things indifferent , we will nor _ 
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| ED I 
ceaſeChbriſtianity preaching orpreying,when you 
can make it by your Artifice eppear likg evil 3 
Let's hear the inſtances. | 

Seft. 5. | 1, Towr Churches will be gathers | 
ed as theirs, ] 
' Anſw. As much as all the Churches for. 
three hundred years were z or the Meet 

of Flavianue, Meletiva, and others at Antzoch, * 

when they were prohibited: the Temple.. Ang 
as Dr. wilds and Dr. Gunnings were fifteen, 
years ago. Or if you will, as the Foaunues 
were in Conitantinople, till Chryſoſtomsr nanve 
and bongs were honoured by wiſer men. than 
thoſe that caſt him our, e. 2169] 

Seft, 6. | 2. Tow can adminiſter Baptsſunon 
the Lords Supper, to none but thoſe of your ſe* 
let ember. | 5 

Anſw, 1. Is it becauſe we wil not, or be- 
cauſe you will not give us leave?. Who then is it 
long of 2 O for modeſty ! Tyc mens feet, and 
reproach them for not going /! | 

; 2. But is it not better to give an Alms to 

* the bodies or ſouls, of ſome wen, than of one 

$4 Aatall?Argue thug with yourPhyficians, Tow 64n 

W- þ wedicate none bu: your ſelefs> Patient; Ergo, 

" you are tobe {corned if you medicate any at all. 
AndI profels, were it not for the poor peoples 
{axe, and my duty to God, I would give you 
( char defire it ) all my praftice , and all . che 
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3. But why may-we oP thi alſowed 

places exercife' our Miniſtry, in boning the” 
Children of ay ove of your Flock that ſhall de- 
fire it, or giving them the Sacrament? I yet 
underſtand it not, unlels for the avoiding of 
your envy and diſpleaſure, 

Seft. 7, | 3- Tow cannot exerciſe Diſcipline . 
but by the conſent of your people. ] © | 

Anſw. 1. We catinot be Paſtors to any 2» 
eainſt their wills: If you can , dind' take that 
for your honout, keep it, for we wil haye no 
patt with you, We find indeed that ir is 
your Opinion ro c&ercife your Diſciptine 0 us 
againſt or wills. ; Ye 

2.) But chobgh' we cannor take then for 
Chriſtians , nor for owr ſpicial Flock, , nor 
bring them ro repentance, nor yet abſo/ve chem 
againſt their wit/s,' we can admomſhanid ex. 
communicate them againſt cheir wills , and de. 
ny them the Lordi Swpper from us; if they 
firſt voluntarily fubimic co- our Miniſtry, We 
take it not for our part'or honour to doin theſe 
things ſo much as you can. X 

Seft; 8. [. 4. Neither can you bave any 
Chmrch: Government but in your ſingle Congres 
gativg;, nnd rihit to0 Independents on all o- 
| fe x, Who is that fong of ? Is it not 
you that forbid it us? | | 
” 2, But indeed we never defire&to play the | 
— 0p | D 4 Bulhops - 


ed to govern yow,would you take it for our Or. 
thodoxneſs? I think not, I would you were 
of the ſame Opinion, & I would the Pope were 
of the ſame Opinion, and would ler other 
men alone, and exerciſe his Diſcipline over 
none that he hath nothing to do with. Bax- 
ter whom you name hath rold you, that Bi- 
ſhop Uſher profeſt his Judgment to him , that 
even Biſhops in a Council (though they are 
there Governours of the Flocks, yet ) meet 
not for Government of one another by Vote, 
or of other Biſhops, but for Concord. And 
y—_ de Imp. ſum. pot. hath ſhewed” you 
that Canons are not Laws but Agreements, 


2. But why may not many ot us Miniſters | 
meet in one allowed place, for ſuch Apreements 


in our Paſtoral Government ? And no great. 


er dependance do we deſire: I aſſure you we . 


ſhould be glad if all the filenced Miniſters theſe 
thirty years had been leſs dependant on the 
Dioceſans, - | 

Se. 9. He addeth| Thu as others are 
Independents by choice and Profeſſion , you will 
make your ſelves ſo by neceſſity 5 and thar neceſſi- 
ty ſuch,as you wilfully throw your ſelves into a- 
gainſt a/l ths light of Prezbyterian - Conſcience, 
Prudence and 1mtereFt, by a needleſs and ſinful, 
2 ſcandalexs and miſchievous ſeparation. | 
Anſw. x, Such confidence upon ſuch in- 


ſigni- 


tat <; ©” > Ro 
Biſhops in'other mens Dioceſs:If we pretond- 


fenificant reaſoningy, is 


-— 


(37) 


the wit and humility of the Author, He thas 
no better knoweth their judgments , can tell 
you, what all the light of the Presbyterian cone 
ſcience 14, | 

2.He can prove that our Miniſtery is »eedleſs, 
ſinful, &c. becauſe be can call the exerciſe of ir 


ſeparation : As it the paucity of ignorant and, 
ungodly Souls, and the ſufficient »umber, ab1- 


lity, zeal, and diligence of the Conformiſts made 
us and our Labours needleſs indeed, Alas, 
what thoughts have theſe men of ſouls, of fon, 
of holzneſs, of repentance, and of their own 
ſufficiency and labours. Bur, Sir, who made 
you a fitter Judge of the need of ſouls, than 
themſelves and all others? Next perſwade us 


* that Tutors are need/eſs, becauſe all in Exg- 


land are born learned. I have much ado to ger 
ſervants in my own Family that have colerable 
knowledge and piety: And can our Conform- 
iſs alone ſufficiently teach many hundred Fa- 
milies, and prove that other mens help is 
needleſs } Try firſt whether you can perſwade 
men , that you alone are ſuthcient to teach all 
the Children in your Parithes co ſpeak, and 
zo dreſs them , and feed them, and thar all 
other perſons help is needleſs. Get them to 
faſt all till you feed them your ſelves, and 
make them believe they need no other meat. 
We that have conferrcd with all the people of 
our 
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| 5h 
our Pariſhes when we were permitted, found: 


that mulcicudes were almoſt as' ignorant asHeg+ | 


thens : And yet our excellent fucceſſours, that 
do no ſuch thing ( as to any two of them tht 
ever I knew or heard of ) bur ſee their faces in 
the Church,can prove all our Teaching »eedleſs 
to theſe poor ignorant ſouls : Is this humility, 
and Miniſterial fidelity ? Irs fs in us co wan, 
and duty to the Conformiſts : I am glad they 
rake it yet for a duty to any. 

3- Burt 1s it not as eaſe for us to ſay, That 
you have needleſly, and finfully, andiſcanda- 
fouſly taken our places , (I mean as tothe 
Church-Relation, & not as to the Temples and 
 Tythes, ) and drawn ſome of the people t6 

ſeparation from thoſe that were before ty#e 
Churches * We ſay not ſo ; but put not your 
ſelves on the hard task of diſproving ic, if you 
are wile, 

4- But our neceſſity $7, hath viſible Cauſes. 

Tt. God and our ownconſent at our Ordi- 
nation, made our »eceſſity of exerciſing our 
Miniſtry ; We are not aſhamed of the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, nor that it was our choice : But God 
hath laid cbs neceſſity on 9, and wo be nyto wi 
if we preach not the Goſpel,as we Buve opporens 
nity, | 
2. The Biſhops to ſome of us, and ſexior 
Paſtors to others, by Miniſterial J:veſtitare 1nv- 


3- The 


poſed this neceſſity on us, 


-_ 


I 
4 
. 

\ 
1 
) 

4 


, C.9Þ) Th 
3. The great neceſſity of multitudes of fouls 
( which zothing but groſs zgnorance de fafo, 
Infideluty , or Impadency can deny) concur. 
rech co cauſe this neceſſity, 

4. The Law 1mpolethi # neceſſity on us, 
not co preach among you inthe Temples: If 
chen God ſay, Preach, and the Law fay, 
Preath not in the Templis , we may conclude 
we mwſt preach ont of the Temple: it we Have 
but as much wit as King 'Fawes's Hounds had, 
that at a double way, $f chey find the Hare 
hath not gone one way , will: take it for 
granted he is gone che other, Here is then bitt 
rwo makers ot our »#ceſſity, the /appoſer and the 
Reſty aintr ;\ Reproach neither of them if you 
will rake our council. HEY 

Seft, 10, He addeth{\ I» vain do you thork. 
te belp your ſelves, and to ſatisfit the World, by 
pleading the moderation of your Principles, ted 
that you ds believe our Parochial | Conyre. 
gations arei'true Churches, which the other 
Settaries deny : For beſides that many of tht 
Independents ackwowledge the ſame , thu the 
great appravation of your Sehiſm : For why 
then do you Ly ne Ca We? | (3207 
\ Anſe 7. Wearcglad that you confe(s the 


; Independents: chernſelves are ſo- moderate: r- 


wards you. 


2, We perſwade none to ſeparate from Y 
You, | 


3 Do  T% 
TY 
; 4's -Þ. 
A... 5 
£<- Et 
7 AE 
£ OT IOOE j” IRE 
Tags o ab 5 4 Be ST" 


—— 


(60) 


3- Do you ſilence us, and _ us from 


the Miniſtry , and forbid Baptilm and the 
Lords Supper to all: thac have not as wide a 


{wallow' as your ſelves, and then ask , #by 


eparate you from us ? 
"_ gn draw Churches to your 
ſelves out of our true Churches thac were be- 
fore you, and then charge your act on us ? 

5. Why come not you to the private Chur= 
ches among you that have all this while been 
kept up? e. g, In London, why may not Dr. 
Manton , Dr. Anzeſley, Dr, Facomb , and 4. 
bundance of ſuch , as fairly charge thoſe chat 
.go only roche Temples, for ſeparating from 
them ? They ſay , They are as true Chuches 
as you. It their not hearing you is ſeparation, 
why is not your not bearing of them ſo ? Big 
words when men are got into the Saddle make 
not their Cauſc good, 


6, But it feemeth that acknowledging you ' 


trae Churches will not ſatisfic you , without 
( what ? ) aftual bearing yow. But doth not 
every Chappel, and every neighbor Pariſh then, 
and all th: World beſides your Auditory, fin- 
fully ſeparate from you? Some men can tri- 
umph in ſuch reafonings for themſelyes, as 
would make another ſick to read them, 
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CHAP. VIL 


Of the inconvenience fray our Brethrens 
ſence of Toleration, 


SiH, I, Is next Seton, pag. 21, &c. is as 
meer deluſion as any*of the reſt. 

Firſt, he argucth from the Presbyterians be. 
ing always againſt a Toleration, Reader, all 


ſober Divines that ever I met with, uſe here. 


ro diſtinguiſh berween Tolerable and Imoler- 
able things and perſons, and to conclude that 
the Tolerable muſt be Tolerated ,and the other 
not, though they all agree not how much is 
Tolerable. Now what doth this man bur talk 


confuledly, as if they had been againſt all To. 


leration. Look up man withdur bluſhing , 
and cell the World, Whether ever the Presby- 
terians maintained it a fin to Tolerate Prerbyte- 
r1ans. Alas, for thoſe poor people, that can. 
not try ſence from nonſence / with what ſtuff 
will ſuch men carry them away ? It you calk 
of the T oleration of any that are Intolerable , 
what have we to do with it any morethan you? 

Seft. 2. Any more than you, did I lay? 
Sir, vilifie not the wits of thoſe Clergy men 
thac chiefly contributed to our —— — fo as 


to 
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to imagine that they did not know what they 
6fd,-2nd foreſee this day. "Honour their us. 
derſtandingi more,chan co take rhem for ſo ig. 
norant, ( eſpecially being /owdly foretold it,) N of 
as not to foreknow, 
1. What number and ſort of men would be } m 


laid by. fe1 
2. How the people would judge of them and }| re 
their Cauſe, | it 
3- Howveth they and the people would yo }| yo 
through their ſufferings. Pa 


4: How wiſe, ſenſwle,and merciful His Mas | cc 
jefty wonld be, when be ſaw all thu flir, and diſ® | N 
ſatsfattion of bus people. 

5- And that tbe preaching of filenced Minu- | lec 
ſlers in private, wonld enconrage all ther Seitz. | rel 

6. And when ever the door was opened for & tal 
thiir Liberty , all others would endeavour to | ih 
thruſt in with them, Who then I pray you 
hach done more for Toleration , you or || pe 
we ? the 

Se, 3. But his next hath no bounds, and || ſed 
grieye:h meto read it ( O poſterity, how will 
you know what to believe? ) wiz. p. 22, || ite 
[ Have not you lately refuſed the comprebenſion, || it) 
and denied ſo great an advantage to your ſelves, 
becauſe 30u could not have it without a general | th; 
Toleration, | + ll - 

Anſw. No, Sir, we have not 5 nor ſhould | fd 
you have by a queſtion vented fach a falſhood,, | me 

| Name 


We 


WARE 3 ”— Ong bb 3 *- | 


Ll 


Name the men that ord ws a comprehank- 


on, and the men that refuſed it ? If you tell 
us that yew, orſuch another offered it co one 


_ of your neighbours , you may poſſibly make 


your words ridiculouſly true: Bur it you 
mean that either the King or Parliameuc of- 
fered it, tell us when, and and who were the 
refuſers, If you mean any Parliament Speeches, 
it is not fic for us to talk about them. Buc 
you will not I ſuppoſe preſume to lay that the 
Parliament ever oftered either Toleration or ac- 
ceptable comprehenſion ( that 1s , to take in 
Nonconformaſts ; ) much leſs both, 

There was a Rumor of one Means Speech,cal- 
led a Presbyterian, as if it had ſounded like a 


refuſal of ſome abatement, bur if you wilt 


talk with him as { have done, he will ſoon 
ſhew you the falſhood of chat Rumor. 

If you could have proved that any ſecret 
perſon ever refuled ſuch an offer, can you 
thence ſay to the Presbyterians that they refu- 
ſed un? 

If you mean an offer that by a great Mini- 
ſter of State was made, be better informed of 
it your ſelf. | 

x, That it was not refuſed , but very 


thankfully accepted. | 
2, That for the Toleration of other men, be« 


| fides themſelves , thole two or three thac 


meddled in it, anſwered. | 
£ : I» That 
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7. That ir was their defire that all Tos Y 1 
yable Diſſenters might be tolerated. 'Y «» 
2. That it was His Majcfties work and not © «; 
theirs. We 
3. That therefore thoſe that were to be To. 
lerated, were accordingly to be ſpoken to of: 
| the Termr, for we were capable ot creating of 
the Caſe and Terms of none bur our ſelves, 
And after this the endeavour for our Come | 
prehenſfion went on ro our content , rill the 
Parliament fate, and preſencly ſhuc the door | 7 
againſt jr. . 
I know of no other offer but this, which | 1 
thoſe few that dealc in it well know was far 
from being refuſed ; ſo that a greater ſlander | & 
could ſcarce have been laid on men that have | 1» 
fil fo greatly defired A COMPREHENSION Þ$. « 
OE ALL SOBER PROTESTANTS IN I | 
| 
| 
{ 
{ 


my *—_— We —_— 


THE- PUBLICK MINISTRY, and A TO- 
LERATION ALSO OF ALL TOLE- 
RABLE DI SSENT ERS,under Laws of 
peace and ſafety : This was (till che rhing 
which we begged for in vain : Bur who ſhould 
be accounted Tolerable, we were never called 
to give our publick Opinion or Adviſe, that I 
know of. Repent of ſuch Calumnies, and | 
ſtudy not to aggravate your Fault by Ex- 
cules, 

| Indeed, if the offer had been made to them 
of a Comprehenſion on condition they them- 


ſelves 
/ 


4 42 En 


wares would have APPROVED of an On 
ver{al Toleration of all thoſe whom they ac- 
count. Imtolerable, I : doubt nor: but they 
would have faid, #e thank fully accept Com- 
"0%. prebenſion, but cannot approve of ſuch a Tole- 
of} ration, but leave Jour own work to your own 
wiſdom ; we cannot go againſt our Conſciences 
5, | for any Liberty : Bur other mens aRtons , are 
n-  notours. | | 
he Seft, 4. And he addeth old ſpeeches againſt 


or | Toleration, Wniverſal intolerable Tolerationt | 
ch ſenſe or modeſty. 
ar T. If he would inſfinuate that we are for 


| 
| 
Wherein we lament his want of common 
[| 
or an Vmverſal Toleration, becauſe we preach | 
ve | when we have liberry and opportunity, What | 
N $. dcaling is to be expected from fuch men? When 
N } he confeſſeth that we have been ſtill againſt it 
)- | ſuch a toleration ? When we have almoſt Ji 
- | twelve years ago, cryed out, even tO #y- | 
f | mvanxnerlineſs, that if pothbly we might have 
Z been heard, to the Reverend Pretates, Ceft not | 
d out ſo many in the neceſſities of the peeple ? O | 
4 drivt not godly people from your Communion for” | 
I »ething ! If you can prove Croſſing , and your 
| Sacrament-hnttlingdawful; with Subſtripions, 
. Carnientehinariah to you, &c. yer ail that 
| ' think otherwiſe ſhonld not be excommunicated, 
or ſorbydden to preach Chriſts Goſpel : We have 
Fornlcaters ; and | Drunkerds , cc exough $0. 
! E | 8X COMW- 
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Miniters to private preaching and ſufferings, 
which will certainly occaſion Setis, and open 8 


door to you know what, And when we can no 


whit prevail, it theſe very men themſelves ſhall 
lay, that it 1s we that are for {{niverſal Tolts 
ration, with what Forehead 

what man that bath not lived in a dreams theſe 
12 Jears, bath made any doubt but that ut hath 
been the intereft and defre of Infidels , Papiſts 
and Ouakers, that our ejeftions and - ng 
mgbt be as great as might be, that ſo tbe Pro. 
reſtants might be weakned &r broken by their own 
Diviſions, and the chief oppoſers of theſo men 
be extber conſumed, or forced by miſery to petiti« 


on for Toleration, or at leaſt that it might be. 


granted at for our ſakes, and we might be ſaid 

fo open to them the door, that they that confeſs 

: we have been moft againſt it, might be able 
(bur qua fronte ) ro ſay that it was our dang and: 

»ot therws. Buc when mens wits have thus 

play'd the game to the utmoſt, they are bur 

abuſing themſelves : For they moſt dye, I cell 

you ,they muſt dye, & be judged by that God that 

haterh Maliguity, Cruelty,and Hypecriſie, and 
will detett all frauds before the World; when ol 
' that is now adngred by che dreaming Werld,ſbell 
} be levelled, obſcured, and appear contemptible, 
rven to thers thar ſold their Sonls to obtaun 3 
Sects 


""" envemmmedintts  O hive mt: jrighe ounce 
ble Cbriftiens from your Churches ! Force wet 
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'F Citations of this Author, out of Mr. Edn ds, 


Mr, Trap ( a Conformiff, yet numbred with 
us) or the Fu Divinumw Precbyteris ( ſaid to 
be written by Dr. Roberts, a Conformiſt;) only 


all } read them nor with this Authors SpeRacles or 


- 


Eycs, and thea tell me like a man of cruth , 
whether thou doſt believe that their meaning 
was, | An Wntverſal Toleration is unlawful : 
Ergo, Presbytery nomſ# not be Tolerated ; if any 
others get the power ] or whether ever the 
Nonconformuſti ſaid, | We are not tobe ones 
or, Whether the Epiſcopal men told Cromwe 

is bis ſurpetion, | [t i unlawful to tolerate wt | 
lc is ſtrange that any party who think cthem- 
elves only or chiefly fit for Legal poſſeſſin , 


4 ſhould yet think chemſelves intolerable. 


Bur if he talk of the Tolerating of otbers, 
thar are sndeed sntolerable , ler him talk to 
them that haye to do with it ; and lec him firſt 
talk his friends into the tears of true Repent- 
ance ( if they be not paſt learning) cven trom 
the greaeR EXPERIJENCEUiſclt. 

Se#. 6, But the man will ſeriouſly prove 


| whathe ſaith , p-25. [| (an you more ſigually 


0wn, recognize, or more expreſly give. your un- 

fei 90 ent and conſent unto, and approbation 

'e oth Toleration and $Schi{ms , 7obax not only 

ring to eſcape the penalty of 7 Lans , and 

to ive quittly in 6 ſtats f ſeparation by ay” 
| 2 0 
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of i*, bit: alſo by taking the ntwoſs adrantage of 
g for begs fe fines and nes, 
gr ege110ns to your ſelves. © Oo 

Anſ.1.1f he mean that'we approve of the To. 
Icration of owr ſelves, & all the Tolerable ; fure | 
we never did deny it : Let the enemy of man- 
kind glory in the contrary, as his proper ver-- 
eve. Butif he mean ( as he plainly ſeemeth ) 
that we approve of the Kniverſality of Tolera- 
tion, Come, weigh his proof, 

1. By deſiring to eſcape the penalty of the 
Laws. 

Anſw. Now you ſpeak ſenſe, we feel your 
meaning, Ir i8 a crime worthy the name' of 
Schiſm, to delite ro be unpuniſhed , when. 
you defire our puniſhment : We do not rot: 
peltore telum recipere : What if you were for 
banging and burning wa ? Were it Toleratio- 
mſm & Schiſm to be unwilling to be hang'd or 
burnt > While we have ſuch /thacian Maſters 
in our own Coats, blame us not to defire 
Toleratton, and to thank the King for ſaving 
us from our Brethren, 

The penalty of poverty, and /ofing all Mi- 
mſterial maintenance, we never eſcaped fince 
you ſucceeded us: Yer God that bids us ask 
for our daily bread, would not have charged 
our deſiring it, on us asour ſin, if the Law had 
forbicir us, Poor Joſeph Alleine and cmany 
anotier arc gone, and did not eſcape rhe pe- 

| _ _ naliy: 


2 of &-+ 
t $9") | 
nalty? T never” heard thac Bradford or Hooper, 
or Latimer were accuſed for deſiring to eſcape 
penalty. Wag it Joſephs ſin that the 1ſhmac- 
" lites and Epyptians were more merciful co hun 
eB thanhis Brethren ? 5 
Bur, Brother , what good will our ſuffer- 
| ingsdo you? Whar harm wil it do you if we 
) .cicape ? Do you feel your ſelf ever che more ac 
liberty when we are in the Common: Jayls ? 
Are you the fuller , becauſe ſome Nonconfor- 
- anſts wants Bread 7 We have been heinoully 
acculed by others, for coming within five | 
* miles of any City , Corporation, and place . } 
. where we lately * preached ( when Chriſt _|}þ 
ſaid, If they perſecuts you in one City, flee to ano= 


0 chen:) As if it were lawful to deſert all the | 
TY Souls in Cities and Corporations ,- or to take | 
” you alone for ſufticient, where the, viry num- if 
Tf - ber of Souls proves you leaſt ſufficient. Bur | 
ws would you be at more hearts-caſe, to think | 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
1 
that none of us are within. five miles of you, | 
'S . nox teach any of the people the Golpel of | 
Chriſt? You. have' with leſs norfe endured 
_Infidels and Papiſts enough within five miles 
n ot you ? Alas, when the Stone 1s-let on rolliag 
4 | -<own'the Hill, where will it. ſtop? 
dl _. 
y 
Cs 


| Sebb, 7. - Bur:this. is ſpoken conjundively 
with what followcth:' And what's that ? 
- 1-30 «T9 wh) 9:1 \ 
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SY that is, Not to be your 
ers:# Bur, Wh 
1, Have not many of a, ſome conſtantly, 


ſome ar times , ſat at your feet as: your Dil. - 


ctples, 
- If Miniſters be judged by you wmwor. 
thy to preach the Goſpel, have they not reaſon 


£o think you judge them waworthy to recerve 


the Sacrament? 


3- Are you Separatiſts for not bearing them? | 
| Tf not, why are they ſuch tor not hearing you? 


But of this before, 
; Seft. $8. Bur the utmoſt is | Erefting ſepa, 
rate Congregations to your ſelves.] 

Anſe, 1. You mean, it is finin vs t 
exerciſe the Miniſtry which we are vowed 
to, and not to be Sacrilegious and cruel 
ro Souls : For can we Preach without Au- 


ditors ? And can thoſe Auditors be no Con. 


gregation? And can that —_ be out 
of your hearing, and not locally ſepa- 
rate, as every Pariſh-Church and Chappel 
is ? Muſt two Congregations be one , or 
elle be Separetiſts ? 

I know two Churches ſo near that the 
people may hear each other, and yet th 
arc two, and therefore one 1s ſeparate: An 
I pray, which of them is it ? Ir 
be all in England fave Canterbury, or — 


fIOvey - ks | 
To hive quirtly in @ ſite ara 
Flor? « AB heare 


—_— —_ Xx > loa a+ 


ther GlaFenbury, are Separatifis , for ſep1- 


Tating from the firf Church : As if Pyrba« 


goras juſtly curſed-rhe number of ewo , be- 


' cauſe it was the firſt that durſt deparc frvm 


unity 3 and all Churches in the World 
were Separatiſts except Fernſalem, 

. I pray you Sir, tell me, What if a Tolera- 
ted Presbyterian {hould read the Common- 
prayer in his Church , and uſe all your 
Ceremonies ( though he fear Perjury » and 
Lying , and Violating his Baptsſmal Vow ) : 
were this a Schiſmacick or not ? If yea 3 Then 
ſo is every neighbour Pariſh-Miniſter , or 
Chappel Curar, If not; than it is . not a 
diftintt Congregation that maketh Sepgra- 
tiſls, And then what if he do ot ule the 
Liturgie ; doth that make a Seporatiſt ? 
Were you all Separatifis that uſed it not 
fitteen years ago ? | 

I ſhall next expeR to hear that he 1s a Se- 
paratiſt that readeth in his own Conmuon- 
Prayer- Bock , and not in yours. 

Bue I doubt the Separation is in this, 
that the Toleratcd Miniſter will not be your 
Curat, and ruled by you : But remember 
that ſome are Presbyterians, and therefore for 
Parity of Miniſters ; and I and many 0- 
thers are ſo much for Epiſcepacy, as that we 
would not have Prelatical Jurildiftion given 
to thoſe Pariſh Pricſts , who themſelves arc 
agatuſt Presbyters, _— Prelacy. 
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CH AP. VIIL 


Of 1 nconvenience from the Nature of 
the Prafiice, | 


Seft. x, IN all this Scion, let the Reader 
| conhder , 

x, How few words there be, which a 
Papiſt Prieſt in Pars might not ſay againſt the 
Proteſtants. gs 
2. Whether this be not the ſumme of all, 
| Preaching the Goſpel 'bath hazards , incoy- 
vVemencies and likeHtheod of fruſiration ; There- 
fore it 4 your folly and into Preach itt.] 

3- Whether there be not much that would 
nct aimolt as handſomly have ſerved Celſus, 
Folia, P orphyry, Eunapite, or Symmachus a- 
gainſ? Chriſtianity? - _ | 


Sett. 2. Do not you exgommunicate and 


 Ertve trom your ſeveral Pariſhes the Members 
of Chrift, tor not eating w:th your Spoon, 
and then reproach them that will take them 
in whom you' calt ovt ? | 

\ Set. 3. Weſtifl hol that Members of the 
fain? p.rticular Church, ſhould not live at a 


diſtance lo great , as > make them unc apably 
of ordinary Perſonal Communion. SF 
| Seft. 4. Werake your Warning : [zdepop,: 
dents, as you ſay, may over-reach us ; .Peo 
_ plrs inconſtancy and weakneſs may fruſtraze 
much of our Labours z Quakers and Popitts 
may deceive fome 5 We adde, And you-and 
others may keep us after all in Poverty, and 
jn Fayis, tor ought we know. And whay of 
all this? Therefore preach. not. Nex (ay, 
Therefore be no Chriſtians, Therefore danuy your 
own ſouls, if your temptations be ſo great. No, 
Sir, Bur, therefore we will. ſerve Chiijſt.the 
more reſolutely, and truſt. him for cur preſer- 
yation and reward, The God whom we. ſave 
is able zo deliver us: But if he will nor, tbe 
it known unto ycuy that we will not ceaſe to 
preach his Goſpel, while we can, and we fear 
not being loſers by him. ; 
Se. 5, But your Fill ſcemeth to dear down 
your Experience, while you wculd tewpe us, 
by the diſcouragements of Dyifficu/s Aſſemb- 
ling, and the Peoples Poverty.  Haye tholg.kept 
vs trom doing what we could ri!l now 21 Wyl 
our Poverty be greater thau you: Confouniſts 
have made ic 2 Have we ſerved Ged about 
twelve years without one bit of the Levites pox- 
tion ? ard cannot we do fo till we die ? There 
is an harmony in all your diſcourſe : To el 
us of the dilcouragement of Poverty frqndag- | 
Lonbats re: ag —_ 
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\Tthers, that would _ 
when your Party hath ſo long kept us with. 
out a bir of Bread, bur what Alas, or fome 
mens own Stocks afforded them, is juſt like 


the reft, Ir ſufficeth us to cell you, thac we. 
not for Riches, and we will not ceaſe. 


throogh Poverty, Talk at this rate to one 
Se. 6. When you fay, that a Toleration 


avey reduce the common ſort to an indifferency in | 


Reliyron, 

I anſper,Get your friends together then that 
have brought it ro that paſs, as that [ /c muit 
be this or worſe] and bring them to weep over 
their fins before God ; Thar if a miſerable 
Nation may not be ſaved from the Fire that 


you have kmdled, your Souls yer if poſſible F}. 


may be ſaved. | 

Sea. 7. Bur, (pag. 29. ) you too boldly 
make your ſelves the Stewards of God's Bleſ- 
fings; and as Magiſterially, without proof, 
pronounce that we arc out of hs Way, and 
oppoſition to bis Church, and contrary ro his 
Word. | 

Anſw. For my ſelf I have long been of an 
opimion,whch one day you will pardon, thar, 
Perjury, Perfidionſneſs and Perſecution, proud 


contending who ſball be greateſt, and coutnant- ' 


Ing never 3n certain points to obey Chriſf a _ 
the World and the Fliſh, 1s not the way ifG : 
If 


us, were they able, 


— 


bes | 
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FJ to go no : 
nearer if they will give us leave) then ſaith he 
{Tow will publiſhto the World, that your compty- 

ance 
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(55) 
Tf un take me for We there 15 no res 
medy, 

2. And what Word of God is it that we 
contradift ? I reade in the Rubrick of ſome- 
thing about Infants, Certain by the Word of 
God ; but I never heard in what Chapter or 
Verſe it was. 

3- And which is Chriſt's Church which we 
oppoſe ? What Chapter and Verſe faith, that 
only Subſcribers, Swearers, Declarers and Con- 
formiſts are the Church of Chriſt ; and thoſe 
_ fear an Oath and Conformicy are none 

ie? 


— 
— 


CHAP. IX. 
Of Inconventence from our preſent 
Conformity. 


Set, I. . 
HE next confeſſech that [ wot of ww beve 


bitherto beld ſome meaſure of Communion 

with the Church of England } mon now [:f _ 
depart and fall quite aw when we purpo 

—_— fer __ but rather come 


26) 


of ſenſe of Duty, or love of Peate and Unity, ar 
4#nJ other goed end ; but meerly ont of laviſh 
fear of Puniſhment, &c. | 


Anſw. 1. We will not refle& by recrimi= 


nation, becauſe we would not provoke you 
more than needs, 

2, Asfar as | can promiſe, we will judge 
of you no worle than we have done, nor de- 


ny any Communion with you which we have ' 
uſed, and can uſe wichour neglecting aur own | 


work, As | conſtantly joyn in my Pariſh. 
Church in Licurgy and Sacraments, ſo I hope 
to do while I hve (if I live under as honeſt 
a Miniſter,) at due times. But what if I had 
leave without Conformity co, preach in the 
next Pariſh-Church ? I cannor then be in 
yours at the fame time, He that preacheth 
not, may hear you conſtantly : Bur he that 
| may preach himſelf, muſt nor ceaſe his Mini- 
Ntry, to be ſtill one of your Flock. We long 
ago publiſhed our Judgments, that Ur « « ſi 
wot to jon with a {eſs-worthy Miniſter, and a 
'beſo-orderly Mode of Worſhip,' when we can bave 
' no better ; And tbat it us # fin to tye our felrrts 
ordinarily to ſuch then we.may beve better law- 
Fully, that 13 {conſideratss :confilerandis) mpan 


terms whereon it will not do: moxe burt thay good. : 


You ſee then' on what terms we may vary our 
-aractices, without che cruncs' recited by.you. 
EJV RA I 


ance with w before the Toleration, was nt oit 


Ss © F 6 =" 0f 
If ME. at A our ſelves, your | 
will ſay that we are departing from you, ( be- 
cauſe we cannot be in two places at once), and 
then come oh with all theſe Calumnies, we take 
but this to be your meanings 

1. To tell us that you think we ſo value 
the honour of our Names and Repurations with 
you, as that you can make us falſe ro our 
Callings, rather than be cenſured by you. 

2, That you have alwayes a Quiyer full 


of ſuch Arrows provided, and reſolve, thar if 


we will not give over our Miniſtry, and be ru- 
led by you, you will make as many as you 
can believe, that we never had ſerſe of Duty; 
love of Peace or Unity, or any goed end, but weer 
ſlaviſh fear, So men, it's like, would ſay of 
Chriſt, when ſometimes he preached openly, 
and ſometimes departed from mens fury into 
the Wilderneſs or obſcure places; Or of Paul 
that was let down by the Wall in a basker, 
and when he departed from the Jews Syna- 


 gogues which he had before frequented; or 


thoſe thac fled from one City co another. Ris 
a duty to preach when I car, and no duty 
when 1 canner : Andif others make the [can] 
and the [canner,] is it / or they that change 
my practice? Bar if you teach men ſuch ap- 
parently cauſleſs Cenſures and Reproaches, you _ 
may have waeny Dilciples , but not very good ; 

ones. And ſome will chus paraphraſe your 
a ep E. words, 


oh RB 


Pt dee 
GS 


words, [If the Kiog will nw lot w1 porfecane MN , 
| them for preaching , we are reſolved we will | 
C thew, and make men believe ( on hew 

d terms ſorver they ſerve Chreft ) that they 

do it all but as cowardly ſelf-ſeeking Knaves.) 

What abundance have called me Rogue of late | 

years, that never knew me, or ſpake one word 

to me before,or heard one trom me ! As tothe 

reſt | T bat we proclaim our cowardiſe, or a love of 

licentionſneſs, or put on liberty for @ cloak of ws. 
 Leronſueſs it all fignifiech but what you have 

a hiſt to lay, and calls to us to long for the judg- 

menc-day of Chriſt, bur yer to look well ro 

the integrity of our hearts, and ity our way 


before we go it. 
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+ That word [al] we have bin long hearing 


. would have pitry on the conſciences of thou-: 
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CHAP. X: 
Whether onr Ainiſtry by divifions will let hs 
Popery. 


Sel. 1. Y Love this Author much the bet- 
ter, becauſe he ſpeaks againſt di- 
viſions, and becauſe he ſeemeth willing to 
draw thoſe men towards him , whom others 
drive from them, and becauſe he ſeemeth 
careful of our Proteſtant Intereſt, and defj- 
rous of ſome kind of unity to thar end. Bur, 
alas, have we ſo many years ago beſought his 
party with all humble petition and importu- 
nity, and diſputed ic with them ; that they 


ſands fearing God, that they would have 
mercy on the thouſands of 1gnorant ſouls that 
need all our Teaching ; that they would not 
caſt our ſo conſiderable a part of the Prote- 
ſtant Miniſtry that ſhould hinder Popery, 
and would not neccffitate unavoidably rhoſe 
diviſions, which by weakning the Proteſtants, 
would do the Papiſts work; and under the 
ſad denial of our pctitions, muſt we now hear 
that (the Pope ſhall come on the Puritans back?) 


and fecling. To be Maſters of the Game 15 
agreat advantape for the diſpoſal of other 
mens reputations in this World, a little 
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think we ſhall Preach far 112) or «cycr the lefs, 
if we renounce our Miniſtry ? W hy then will 


not Jerr felence to0 prevent it,and ſo we may | 


all be ſilent \git we preach in Popery. | 
Sed. 3. Butit u Diviſions that will as it, 
No doubt of ir,ifitev*r be done. Cote and 


impartially debate the cale wiih us, Who bave , 


bin the great caulcs ot Proteſtants div.ſiong, 


Conforniſts or Non- Cyniormiſts ? But lam 


2ſhamed to ſay that it n:<deth a debate. But 
O that you wou'd yet repent of what is paſt, 


inſt-aq of reproactuig thoſe that you have 


afli&t.d; Ani for the time to come, if we 


hav. not witry and peace, for my own part 


I can ſay, 1t ſhall be your avirg, and widfnl ao- 
Jug, to retule it. 


CHAD. 


Ly 


while; but in the next, the ſport is ſpoiled,,} 
Seft. y Andyeally, Wl Popery come in.; 
ever the more for our Preaching? (do you | 


S 


CHAP. KI, 
Counſel to the Non-Conformifps , Anfert 
and Prople. ; 


RIES you hear by this Author that 
) the Conformiſts are greatly afraid of 


Popery , and chat che danger dy lome will he 


ſaid to be from you:but who eyer xaketh you 
for thc Papiſts friends, the Papilts themſelves 
will never ſo efteem you. You ſee that ſome 
Comformikts are dcf[irous of peace and concord 
wich you, for che common end, the Ghurches 
ſtrength againſt all advcrfarics, God forbid 
thar you ſhould not be as dorward tolove 
and peacc as they. I have theſefollowing 
cond £0 give you before I go out of the 
Worid, expeQ@ing to have you crc Jong in# 
condition, which wil: require mare w1/4o8p, 
holineſs, and fortitude; than fear the maſt age 


yet poſſeſſed of. 


1. Reſolve by the grace of God, againſt all 
remprations, A'id through all difficulties, faith- 
fullyto ply your Minifterial work You ſee how 
much-Seran is againit it, and howhetryech 
every way to hinder it ; ſometimes by forge 


' andiecars, fomctimes by flatterics, ſometimes 


as that old Prophet ſeduced the other, by 


. toming as in Ohriſts name, as an Angei of 
| Lights and by Miniſters of Righteoutne(s; 
F 2 | 


He 
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He maketh not light o 


you make light of 
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How many fouls feed 
we do our duty, or ne 
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1mpenitent ſouls muſt 


fins? What ever Wor 


thc love of God dwe} 


would not do ſo much againſt it; O do nor 


your fleſh or labour, when you think what 


the SanCtified ſhail enjoy ? W ould you not 

ſhine your ſelves as Stars in the Firmament ? 
Would you not be found by Chriſt /o doing ? 
Would you not convert Sinners from the er- 
rour of their way, when it is the ſaving of a 
ſoul from death, and covering a multitude of 


ſee your Brother have nced , and ſhut up the 
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f your Miniſtry, elſe he 


ict. Our Ordination, 


Vow and Covenant is Holy ! If Ananias and. 
Sapphira dyed for alienating conſecrated wo- | 
ye by a lye, what ſhall we expec,if we alic- 
nate conſecrated perſons by a lye : Souls are 
precious, ſin is ſtrong, Satan 1s ſubrile, the 
World is deceitful, the fleſh is unreaſonable, 
deccivers have great adyantage,time is ſhort; 
O therefore work while 1t 15 day, for the 
night cometh when none can work; Our own 
floath and fins the moſt dangerous filence. 


or famith, live or die,as 
elect it? Can you ſpare 


feel for ever ; and what 4 


d of God deceivers may 


abuſe to ſtop your mouths, be ſure that holy 
Covenants muſt be kept , that Sacrilege 1s a 
{1n; that »atzre it ſclf tells you, no man hath 
power to nullifie your Obligation to Charity 
#t ſe.f 1n the work of mens Salvation ; that 


leth not in you, if you 


bowels. 
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bowels of your compaſſion from him : Men 


Xt | may regulate your charity for good, but not 
» | d-ſtroyit. If the poor were famiſhing about 


you, no Law can diſfoblige you from reliev- 
& |. ingthem. Be ſure that zeceſſity 5s [aid on all 
& | the Miniſters of Chriſt (though not by the 
bs ſame way 3s 1t was laid on the Apoſtles; ) and 
Ee woe be unto them if they preach not the Go- 
© | ſpel. Fearnoneof thoſe things that you ſhall 
t ſuffer : they are the prognoſticks of your 
he Crown:You ſhall judge the world that judg- 
m j cthyou.: It will be joyful to hear, Theſe are 
To they that came ont of great Tribulation, &c. 
Even Dr. Th. f«ck ſon notably concludeth, 
that thereaſon why Martyrdom among Chri- 
ſtians now, 15s rafer than among Unbelievers 
"RK heretofore, and that more ſuff:r not, as Fohx 
Baptiſt did of Herod, is not becauſe Great 
ones among Chriſtians are not ready to do as 
Herod did, but becauſe Miniſters more omit 
their dutyz The deareſt duty " the molt gain- 
ful. = 
2. I beſeech you, Stxay harder that you may 
mow ſo preach , as that you may convince men 
prattically, that you are really uſeful & neeaful 
tothe World, and that your ſilence is areal loſs. 
They that now take your labours to be yeed- 
leſs, are tempted to itby the weakneſs of too 
many. They can ſcarce find in their hearts fo 
ſay ſo of any Eminent judicious Men, If 
. when you haye ſo long made the World be- : 
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you ſhit now preach fo ?#9/y,f6 inrongrnonfly 
1 ſo Mjridicionſly, & a#rk}Hſuky, or coldly, xs td 
| cotfute your felves,& harden thefe thet were 


for your Herice, how great will your ſhaite | 


br? If youwill be thought more uſefu} th#h 6+ 
|  rhers think you, preach fett4r how thari others 
d0. 1 really fear, left meer Non-c0rfor miry 
i hive bronght forne into repitetion as com: 
M ſciticiont, whe by weak preaching will loſs the 
reputition of being jadicions triore thats their 
fſ&hes Joſt ft. W hat now will you do barter 
arid mire that others to prove that the Nath 
'- 0h Einfot ſpite you ? I expe not preat 
7 ht enient & Etarning ih at} the yowniner fort, 


| rot thofe that in che: tithes Have bin kept 
frofn ſtudy ; by laboufifg to per their thi}- - 


| dfen Bread + biit verily the i-jndielon/mſt of 
_ roo mminy #Mmong you; B fora hamentarion, 
Biit the g and calamity is , that the moſt injne- 
dicions art nſndily thi thift renfident and ſelf- 
j Conceited z and none ſo commonly give way to 
: thtiy 1g norant zeal, to cenſires; back bite, and 
Feproath others, as thoſe that know not what they 
r#k of. 1 impute tot. this tb yoh as Non- 
Conformiſts, bit as ſofis of Addy i for ex- 
ptfience Hath cohvihced mes that PRIDE 
y OF UNDERSTANDING, when 
Mtn have litele to be pron of, of confidence 
of al! mer oth appreheffivns , is the vice of 
Men, W ofath and Children , When they fre 


leve that flevtiry you is & thoft beprony fu, 
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all weak that others ſay : but the reſt of men 
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fo filly, but are always 1n the right, and others 
erroneous in comparifon of them + a& Brd- 
hams pitty the ignorance of their: Keepers; 
So chat [fear not the preyalency of /ceprici/m 
m the wo: ld (though I fear infdebiey > » Self- 


conveireaneſs , | warrant you will keepit une | 


der.Suck arictents as Epirent Sy) r x5, Aecarius, 


 Marrin, &c. wivo were of |irtle Learning but 


holy: ang fiumb}c,. and preformed not. adove 
their knowledge , were honouwredin the 
Churehes : but whew the Egyprios Holy 
Mor.ks would .ſhew their bumble pride: and 
ignorance, by tumulty and zZ:alous makings, 
ro ſeek the blood of the Bifltops 57 chat betix- 
ved abe that God had Hands and Feorlidte 
Men, and'to deftroy thofe as ungeilly thar 
were nodas fooliſh avrhemfetves, whdt conld 
have bin/ more ſfeanda{ous agan't thrkandd 
of Godiineſwand Chritiauty 7 :... 
3, Oner valine not jour own Proarimpgy «as 


Acder wvabre' not other mens , bucanfe vhny i 


Corfornufts, T he namtber and nacefirtics of the 
ipxora%y and: £xg oatly indee{do' make your'th- 
bowyacceſ{ary,. wereyon: ttls fir cham! many 
of the Conformiſts : but thar rh xc 
not lots able,: or your preacbing (berxer-rhan 
theirs. Parnialicy may make fond of your 
own mind, think atl-weit that you fay, and 


F 4 will 


paſt eiphtoen years ob age, which focnmoths "” 
be moſt deſperately ' un curable, For -fores 
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your own conceit ; Look not every man at 
is own gifts and worth , bur at the gifts and 
worth of others: In honor prefer one another: 


of knowleage and goodneſs is more common 
and pernicious, than pride of Comelyneſs, 
Wealth, or Greatneſs. Mark that Preacher 
Conformable or Non-conformable, who ftri- 
veth hardeſt for his own honour, and would 


patient of all that c/owdeth him, and is onely 
for thoſe that ſet him #p; and look out no 
-further for a mark of 6edveſ@ but take that 
man for one of the worft, how well ſocver he 
pm or pray. Except Chriſts Apoſtles had 


lietle Children, they could not have entered 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, Math. 18. 3. 
You wear not the Livery of Chriſt, if you 
are not humble, and apter to think meanly of 
your own gifts and doings, proportionably, 
than of other mens. How unſavoury is it to 
hear a Non-conformiſt come from a profita- 
ble Sermon of a Conformiſt, ſaying (to bin- 
der the peoples benefic, ) T bis « poor 6&1 feſt . 
and carping at every incongruous word ; as 
much as to ſay, 1c do much better:Through 
Gods Mercy, ſome Conformiſts preach bet- 
ger than many of youcan do, 


will the more deſpiſe you. Be not wiſe. in 


Pride is the firſt bern of the Devil : and pride 
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raiſe it by — others, and is molt im- 


in converted to the teacbable hnmble (tate of * 
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4: Tet difference between "2p tn AO © 
niſters, and own not the Miniſtry of any rhas 
are utterly incompetent and into/erable 3 Hear 
them not ordinarily : for though I fay not 
that all their Miniſtrations are nullicies, yet 
I ay that you ſhould not encourage an i»tob- 
' lerable undertaker, to deſtroy himſelf and a- 
thers. By into erable men, I mean, 
Firſt,Such as are ignorant Of ,or erroneons a- 
painſt the eſſentials of Chriſtianity. 
Secondly ,Such as are utterly #nable to teach 
them others, | 
Thirdly, Such as malignantly Preach down 
the praQice of a holy life. Or in a word, 
thoſe whoſe Miniſtry is ſuch, as really tendeth 
to do more hurt than good z from ſuch turn 
away. Yea, where the Conformable Mini fter 
114) be tolerable, in caſe no better could be had, 
Jet if indeed his teaching be (o crifling, and ſap- 
leſs, as is like to do but little good, let compaſſion 
wove you, to take more liberty your ſelves to 
teach the people there, than under worthyer 
Aten, Too many ſuch young raw triflers, 
I confeſs I have heard my ſelf : and I would 
not have order or humility pretended, to turn | 
Preaching 1nto a Ceremony, leſt all Religion 
be next taken but for a Ceremony. Itisa 
ſerious work, and mult be ſeriouſly done. * 
$ If you live where the Conformable Pariſh 
Aſiniſter is faithful ( truly endeavonring the 
ſalvation of his Flock) | charge you 1» the 


wine of Chriſt Do not 
As in you lyeth, live in love, familiarity and 
pears with bim, but alſo do al that. you can v9 
241418 bis honor, and promote bis work, By 
not Strangers to him: Diltance breedeth 
uncharicable, thoughts. If you hear or ſee & 
ny thing that you diſlike, go privately and 
lovingly, and tell him of « : if any behind 
his back diſhonour him; rebuke theos. If he 
look for ſome ſuperiority over you,and ſonc 
obſervance from youy deny ic not; Itis a 
duty to ſubmir to one another. Yowean tell 
2 Preldve, that he that will be the greateſt, 
muſk be the Servant. of all : Practice as you 
preach, He that fcorns to ſtoape is proud, 
2s wdl as he that would have Men ftoope to 


bim.kive with him'as a Brother and 25 a Ser- 


v4, in meeknefs, humility, and gentleneſs 
of behaviour : And do not like ow young 
pailionate Perſons,trample upor-himyas if his 
Conformity bad put him, 3s a ſinner, below 
you 2s more Ho}y than be, and-uwnder the 
Magiſtery of your Reproofe. Youandl 
thiak that he hath ſinned : Bur. be thinks 
that it 1swe that fin-; And he thet-is without 
fin, let him eaſt che firſt None, - Þ barge 
you Love bim, as your ſclves, and behind his 


{ . back fay nothing, andde nothing,: but what | 
"S is farto teſtifge ſuch love. Lex all men chus 


know that you are-Chriſts Diſciples ;: For all 
your Noncontormity z you are anatager of 
x 


_ a 


onoly,if poſſible, as much 


». 
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iff ex cauſuc integris; Diſjunition and 


than he, if you be not more Charitable than 
he. If you ſet your ſelves ina dividing way, 
ſ.erctly to rejoice at his Diſparagement, and 
ro draw as Many from him as youcan; you 
are but Deſtrojers of the Church of God ; 
Call your ſcives what you will, I will call you 
Deſtroyers 1f you are Diviaers, Yea much that 
elfe wou'd be your Dxty, mult be. omitted to 
avotd Diviſion. The work of God, the good 
of Souls, the Defer.ce of the Protiſtant Ke- 
Iigion aga\ {} Papifts,require your moſt CONns 
joyned ftr-ngcti, And you are be rayers of all 
theſe,if you are Divid:re.Suppoſe your ſelves 
2s Chappel Curats under the Pariſh Mint. 
ſt-r:,and ſo in concord perfor m you: work. 
' 6. Therefore go 4s oft as you £4n to his Con- 


f 2regation, and hola Communion perſonally with 


him, and lead the provle with you. Do not ſay, 
Now we have appo-tunity to do better, itis 
unlawful to joyn with themthat do worſe: For 
though it be not Jawful for you to neglet. 
your own Duty and opportunity, it 1s lawful 
for you by Deed as well as ord, to ſhew 
your Chriſtian Concord and Communion ; and 
ſo to do,tmay make it at that time much better 
which elſe in regard of the manner would be 
worſe. Otherwiſe if one Preacher, pray ang 
preach better than all the reſt, all the us 
Mould be bound to forſake their Miniſters & 


po £0 hitn as one that doth berrer, But bonne 
il effets, 
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IP 4 your better mode of Worſhip worſe. 

7. T herefore in Pariſhes where all may well 
hear the Pariſh Miniſter, I would not have you, 
without neceſſity, preach at the ſame hour as he 
doth, but at ſome middle time , that you may 4 
not ſeem to vie with him for Auditors,nor to 
draw the people from him ;, Bur ler them go 
with you to hear him, and after come and 
hear you (or before; ) But in Loxdon and 
great Pariſhes where a/! ca»not come to the 
Pariſh Church , as alſo in Pariſhes where the 
Miniſter is ot to be owned, I nerſwade you to 
no ſuch obſervation : It is ſo inconvenient to _ 
the people there, to be caſt upon unmeet 
hours, that I perſwade you not to do it. 

8. Where the Pariſh Miniſter is to be heard 
by you and your hearers, I think it beſt to preach *? 
ther but once a day,a nd at ſome neighbour place 
that hath woſt need, the other part, My rea- © 
ſons are, 

. Firſt, Becauſe the people cannot hear and 
digeſt four Sermons a day, nor three well : 
and thoſe that hear you twice, will not go 
to the Pariſh Churchz and ſo you will but 
draw them away , from that which mighe 
profic them as well as yours. And it is preach- 
| Ing well that more aff:Reth people, then 
: | mans 7x, or often. | 
'# FSecondly, Becauſe, alas, you will hardly 
live, where ſome Neighbour Pariſh hath not 
fo bad a Miniſter , as that the people have 
KD more . 


more need of help ; and the reſt of your 
pains may be beſtowed on Week-day Le-= 
ures, as the people have leiſure. 

'* 9. Therefore I greatly deſire, that in ſuch 
places you would beſtow the greater halfof 


: { your labour in private, 1n skilful exhorting 
0 people from houſe to houſe ? If you did nor 


4 | ſo b:fore you were ſilenced, repent betime ; 
d If you dic, you have found the benefit of it. 
This 1s it, which few Conformilts do. and in 
this you may belt live as their true Aſliſtavts. 
0 Publick hearing without perſonal conference, 
0 ſcldom bringeth men to underſtand well 
© {| whatyouſay. Brethren, Jet me ask you, as 
before God : Why hath no more of this bin 
done while you were flerced? Is it nottoo 
$+ mvch Hypocriſie, to cry out againſt them 
that forbid us Preaching, which is one balf 
of our duty, ard in the mean time wilfully to 
neg|& that part which none foibad us? I 
ſpeak not of them that were driven from all 
Cities and Corporations where their ac- 
quaintance enabled them, ard forced tolive 
where they had no ſuch opportunity z nor of 
them that through poverty had not rime. 
But moſt men migbe have done more this 
way than was done; This way the Papiſts 
-bave done their work. And it 1s very confi- 
derable,that moſt that come to your Chappel 
Mectings , are fuch as you teke for the Jeaſt 
needy, as'being already 'tvracd vnto rod | 
: ut a 


A 


-Bat from honſe to honſe you may ſpeak with 
the more ignorant : for ſome of them its like 
will hear you, And ſince! ity inclineth men 
to that way of duty that hach leaſt olicnea- 
tion. 

10. Preach Faith and Repentance, the I} . 
common Catechiſm principles, (which are of } * 
greateſt necd and uſc,and require the greateſt } 
$kill in P:eachers,) and do not on Prem 
going higher , trouble the peoples heads with 
mmeceſſary things, ior turn them afrer vain J 
janglings : much {+ ayainſt Conformity, or | 

{ 


any thing thae r:fle&.th upon the Pariſh 
Miniſters. You may quickly kindle in your 
Relipious Hcarers, 2 taRtious opinionative | 
| kind of z-al, that ſha!l mak: them fire-brands 
m the Church, and no white tend to faye'Þ+-* 
their ſouls. And you may deceive your ſelves I} | 
by exerciſing ſuch an opinionative Zcal,whileg d 
you think you are doing the work of Chriſt: Þ | 
O how happy had the Churches bin, ifin- I / 
ſtead of all the Schoolmens & old contenders | * 
curioſities of the Trinity, and all the blind t 
drſputes of Predceftination and Free-will, and || *© 
a}| the biſle about Epiſcopacie, Presbytery, b 
Indepetdency , Anabaptiftty , &c. the I} 
Churcies had heard the Baptijmal Covenant 
It felf, with the Creed, Lords Prayer, and '' ? 
. Dccalogue well opened, and mens bearts || * 
had bin more fired with the love of Godin 
QUhriſt, rather than their heads bated —_ 
— feen 
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I cach controverſies, as the poor people arnot *- 


. principles of Leve, that they may be firſt pare, 


manage, but only by unskthful Teachers, arg 
tempted by them to the difturbers of the 
Church. 

11. 1' there be any among your people, that by 
ſuch a ſinful unpeaceable zeal, will be enſuring 
& deriding Corformifts, Independents, Anabap- 
tiſts, or atny honeft tolerable difſenters,and will 
be reproackiug them behind their backs,and me- 
king theM ewpns $0 the Hearers , rebuke thew 
ſearply, nnd cheriſh not their ſin, And if 
they bcar not, $ebuke them before all, and if 
they amend not, caſt them out of your Com- 


 munien ; ard as you love your fſclves, the 


Church pnd others, let rot the proudeſt cen 
ſer10us pcople be your Maſters : Take heed 
of that baſe complying humour, that maketh 
ſome they dare not difpleaſe them, leaft they = 
ſhould call them as bad as they do the Con- 
"formiſts, For if you come tothis, it is the 
Women and Boys that have leaſt krowledgey 
and moſt proud c«nſorious paſſions,that will 
be the Church Governours, Keep your Au- 
thority, let chem take it bow they will, and 
be not ſervile followers of the peoples errours 
and irregular ways. | 
12. Poſſe/s your Hearers with true Goſpel 


then peaceable and gentle.' Preach zealouſly 
for Love, againit love-killing envious xcal. 
Teach chem co know that all. men-are imper- 

_ 2 GREET - 


* Arr - 


— 
Ys = => yr hen ye oe PAI _— TOTO RIO 21) or PEST PLA ERP WR_s PR UF VE IIA WAG oe WTR ont YEA. oo oo or 
a - A a oo 
F 
£4 4 $4 


A 
LIES FIT. 


fe@& and faulty, and ſois all Mens Worſhip | 


of God; and that he that will not commy- 
nicgte with faulty Worſhip, muſt renoanee 
communion with all the World (and all wich 
him.) Unteach them that falſe conceit, that 
all Book-prayers are unlawful, yea, or all 
that is impoſed : Read over ro them thoſe 


Pſalms that have frequent repetitions and re- 


ſponſes, that they may know that ſach are 
not unlawful], If it be lawful for the people 


to ſing Goas praiſe , it is not wnlawful to ſay 


&. Do you doubt of the conſequence ;, Prove 
to us , what diffcrence there was between the 
ancient ſi»ging,and our Laudatory ſaying, and 
you will find your task too hard. Unteach 
them that paultry principle, of placing Re- 


ligion in being croſs to the reſt of the Congre- 


pation. As when they will nor ſtand upat 


the Creed, or at all the Hymns of praiſe, . 


when reaſon and uſe tell us, that ſtanding up 
is a convenient praiſing geſture z and m, bs 
the primitive Churches ( from an unknown 
Origizal, calling it an Apoſtolical Tradition) 
unanimouſly commanded ſtanding only,in all 
the Lords Days Adorations 3 which becauſe 
we cannot now well obſerve, it is decently 
confined to praiſes only. And in this the 


Conformiſts do better and more decently than” | 


you; andit 1s ſorry perverſneſs to fly from 
a better way, becauſe that others uſe it. Un- 


reach them their unwarrantable ſelf-made 
_ Tefty 
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6 Teſts of Church Communion; 
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muſt be any other proof of Holineſs needs gi- 
ven, beſides a ſober profeſſion of Chriſtianuy, 
(thar is, of the Baptiſmal Covenanc®) nor 
provedly contradicted by Hereſie, or awicked 
life ; If we are Non- Confermiſts, becauſe 
we cannot comply with all that we think to 
be invented uncap-ble terms of Communion 
from others, wi:y ſhall we make ſuch engines 
to divide the Churches our ſe]ves, and do the 
very things which we condemn in others. 
Unteach them their exp: tations, that al! the 
Church muſt be [atisfiea of the ſincerity of each 
Communicant ; Or that the preſence of the ##- 
worthy, who are admirtcd by their own falſe 
profeſſion, or by the Ainifters fanit, coth 
make itunlawfull ro others there to commu- 
nicate. The Book calied, The Cure of Ch:rch 
Diviſions will t:}| you more fuch dividing 
principles, which you maſt unteach them. 
The Miniſters that have bred and cheriſhed 
theſe, have bin our ſubverters, and are our 
ſhame : and ſuch principles are the ſhame of 
t90 many well m:aning honeſt pzople. Woe 
to the ſeihſh Teachers , that for their per- 
ſonal intereſt, dare not contradi& them, but 
chcriſh them into their dividing errours z 
when their eyes are opened,and they ſee ther 
miſtakes, they will be tempted to ſhew thei 
own diſlike of them, by running as far 9n the 
extreame of formality In - word, help to ſave 
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| fe@ and faulty, and 
- of God; and that he thar will not commy- 


communion with all the World (and all with 
him.) Unteach them that falſe conceit, that 
all Book-prayers are unlawful, yea, or all 
that is impoſed : Read over to them thoſe 
Pſalms that have frequent repetitions and re- 
ſponſes, that they may know that ſach are 
not unlawful. If it be lawful for tlte people 
to ſing Goa: praiſe, it is not unlawful to ſay 
&. Do you doubt of the conſequence ;, Prove 
to us, what difference there was between the 
ancient ſ»ging,and our Laxdatory ſaying, and 
you will tind your task too hard. Unteach 
them that paultry principle, of placing Re- 


when reaſon and uſe tell us, that ſtanding up 
' 1s a convenient praiſing geſture z and __ 
the primitive Churches ( from an unknown 
Origizal, calling it an Apoſtolical Tradition) 
unanimouſly commanded ſtanding only,in all 
the Lords Days Adoratiors 3 which becauſe 
we cannot now well obſerve, it is decently 
confined to praiſes only. And in this the 
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you : andir 1s ſorry perverſneſs to fly from 
a better way, becauſe that others uſe it. Un- 
teach them their unwarrantable ſelf-made 


ſois all Mens Worfhip 


nicgte with faulty Worſhip, maſt renounce 
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ligion in being croſs to the reſt of the Congre- + 
pation. As when they will not ſtand up at 
the Creed, or at all the Hymns of praiſe, , 


Conformiſts do better and more decently than” : 


Teſts 
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ven, beſides a ſober profeſſion of Chriſtians y, 
(thar is, of the Baptiſmal Covenant®*) nor 
provedly contraditted by Hereſie, or a wicked 
life ; If we are Non-Confermiſts, becauſe 
we cannot comply with all that we think to 
be invented uncap=ble terms of Communion 
from others, wiy ſhal] we make ſuch engines 
to divide the Churches our ſelves, and do the 
very things which we condemn in others. 
Unteach them their exp. tations, that «ll the 
Church muſt be ſatisfiea of the ſincerity of each 
Communicant ; Or that the preſence of the un- 
worthy, who are admirtcd by their own falſe 
profeſſion, or by the Miniſters fault, coth 
make ttunlawfull ro others there ro commu- 
nicate. 1he Book called, The Cure of Church 
Diviſions will tell you more fuch dividing 


principles , which you maſt unteach them. 


the Miniſters that have bred and cheriſhed 
theſe, have bin our ſubverters, and are our 
ſhame ; and ſuch principles are the ſhame of 
too many well meaning honeſtp:ople. Woe 
to the ſeifiſh Teachers , that for their per- 
ſonal intereſt, dare not contradiQ them, but 
chcriſh them into their dividing errours x 
when their eyes are opened,and they ſee their 
miſtakes, they will be tempted to ſhew their 
own diſlike of them, by running as far 9n the 
cXtreame of formality zIn a word, help to ſave 
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while they cry out apainſt ſuperſtition , and 
make them know that a Religion which con- 
filteth in our own modes and ways of worthip, 
and in decrying other mens, may {tand with 
all unmortified fin; ard that the fle is ro 
more denyed by /itring, than by kneeling, ard 
that to ſay 1 am Godly becaufe my peitures, 
and orders are more Scriptural than the Con- 


formiſts, is a pictiful way for an Hypocrite 


to cheat his fon] : and make them ki.ow that 
few things have hardened men. agairſt Re't- 
gion, and made Non- Conformiſts a fcorn 
inſtead of being helpers of mens fuuls , fo 
much as to fee that many place cheir Relivi- 
on in ſuperſtitions of their own , Toxch n:t, 


raft not, handle not 3 ard wake it piety to a- 


void that as fin, which is no fin : and then 
men judpe of all che reit by this. 

13. And | wil] preſnme to tell you my opt- 
ni0n, as of a matter, not abſoJutely neceffa- 
ry, butat this time, of ſuch convenience,as if 
FE were to keep a Chureh Meeting, I would 
reſolve upon tc, as my duty : and that is,that 
Jour own pratlice now ſhew a ſound and healing 
judgement about that Church troubling Contro- 
verjie of Praying freely, or by Forms , even 
that now you would ſeaſonably doboth. The 
contention about this bath bin childiſh, and 
yer a firenot yet quenched in the Church ! 
wl:yke one bclycth Godzas f he had forbidden 


a\l 
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Religious people from being fuper flitlous 


On 


DT 
all FRE E- Prayer in the Church; and o* 
thers belye him as if he had forbidden all 
Forms or Book-prayer : when God hath lefr 
both free, to be done as edification moſt re- 


*quireth. His underſtanding is low that 


thinketh eicher of them ſimply unlawful , 
and he knoweth little in ſuch matters, that 
knoweth not, chat both ways have many and 
great conveniences , and both have many and 

reat accidental inconveniences, (which having 
enumerated elſe where I muſt not now re- 
peat.) And they that are all for the one only, 
or the oth& only, ſhall have all the Mconve- 
niences with the benefits : but he that will 
ſeaſonably uſe both, ſhall have the benefits of 


fg 6b::h, and the leaſt part of the inconveniences 
{ of eitder;z Therefore in the Churches of Eng- 


land, free prayers were ailowed inthe Pale - 
pits, after the Liturgy. 

And pardon me for ſaying, that when this 
petty controverſie hath ſo much diſtrafted ns, 
thoſe Miniſters. that uſe but one way onely, 
ſeem ſcandalouſly to the people to be onely_ 
for that way, and ſo do harden chem in their 
errour, and keep the fire burning 1n the 
Church. Hethar prayeth only by Book or 


Form, perſwaderh the poor people that free 


ar po is Fanatical, uncertain and unlawful : 
and they that never pray otherwiſe, perſwade 
the poor people, that all Forms or Book- 
prayers arc utilawful ; _ a whole party agree 
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in forbearing all Forms at ſuch a time as this, 
when ſo many take them for unlawful. And 


ſo they corrupt mens very Religion , and 
reach them to make dxties and ſins to them» 


ſelves which God never made, and thereby [ 


ſer them ina way of Hypocriſie, Self-delu- 
ſion, and endleſs quarreling with others. 

I preſcribe to no man, and toleration ſo 
far raketh off publick Impoſitions, as that 
none can now ſay, Th:s Form is impoſed on me, 
and therefore unlawful, But (though I will 
not bind my ſelf) I here tell the world, That 
if my ftrength and toleration, and 4 call ſhould 
ever more give me opportunity for the free exer- 
ciſe of mine Office, I would ſometimes pray free- 
ly without Forms, and ſometimes uſe ſome part 
of the common Liturgy, and ſometimes uſe th 
Reformed Liturgy, which in 1660. was agreed 
on by the Commiſſioned Non-Confotmiſts , 
(though being done in extrcam haſt, it ſhould 
be reviewed and perfcRed : ) I world ordina- 
rily pronounce the Creed, (as the Faith which 
the Church Aſſembleth in the profeſſion of,) 
and ordinarily recite the Lords Prayer and 
Decalogue, and read two Chapters and the 
Pſalms : Ard they that would not joynin 
this way of Worſhip, ſhould freely go chooſe 


them a Teacher more agreeable to- their opi-F 


nions : for I would not ſcrve the humours 0i 
any in their dividjng errours, 


. And 


aged 
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And Brethren, endure me to tell you, 

1. Thar plcafing the ignorant profeſſors 
humours, 1s a fin that ſheweth us too hu- 
mane and carnal, and hath always ſad eff:ts 


| at laſt. 


2. And thatI confeſs to youl think your 
day 1s ſhort ,, and that it is now of more im- 
portance, what the furure effetts of your courſe 
will be to pefterity,or thoſe to come, than how 
it will take with your preſent followers. And 
when the Hiſtory of this Age is written , do 
that now which you would have there re- 
corded. My chief meaning is, This will be 4 
controverſie when we are dead and gone : Do that 
now, which being recorded may beſt tend to the 
right deciſion of it then. Leave to Poſterity 
now you bave liberty, that example (as well as 
words) which thou would have them follow. 
Tempt not future Contenders to plead that 
all Forms are unlawful by your examples. 

If any ſay, We ſhall thns looſe our peopleyand 
the Separatiſts,wha will cheriſh all Vach humonrs, 
will have them all : I anſwer, We have too 
long tryed the pleaſing way already, and fee 
that we cure not, but cheriſh their diſcaſe. 
Take Gods way, and letus deny our ſelves, 
as well with the humourous people as we have 
done with the Conformiſts, and then leave 
the iſſue to God. And if they will follow 
Separatiſts, it is fitter that they be miſlcad by 
ſuch erroneous xy" than by you. 


3 . 14 And _ 
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word to this kind of Religious people : Is ir 
not a ſhame to yoa that your worth.icſt Mi. 
niſters ſhovld be fain to go beſides their own 
judgement in Gods Worſhip to humour ox ? 
And that they muſt tejl the world, We would 
mix Free-prajer and Forms In publick, but 
the pcople then will be gone to the Sefara- 
tiſts, I ſay not that they go againlt their 
Conſciences , For their conſciences have di- 
reed them to omit what elſe would bave bin 
fitteſt, leſt crofling your humour, it ſhould 
drive you away to your own: ſubverſion: 
Bur how came you to be ſo much holjer and 
wiſer than the Hoiyeſt and wiſcſt of your 
Teachers 2 Mark, is it not more of the Wo- 
men and Apprentices that a-e of this mind, 
than of the oid expurienced Chriſtzans. Is 
It not a high degree of Pride for perſons of 
your ſtanding and unacrſl anding, to corclude 
that allmoſt all Chriſts Churches in the 
World for theſe thirteen hundred years at leafs 
to this day, bave off:red ſuch worſhip unco 
God, as that you are obliged to avoid it, 
and a'l their Communion 1n it ; And that all- 
moſt al] the Catholick Church on carth, 
this day , 1s below your Communion for 


uſing Forms ? And that even Calvin and the | 


Presbyterians, Ante gh Hilerſbam, and 
the old Non-conformiſts, were unworthy of 
your Commur.ion; Would you have run away 


14. And on this occaſion let me fay a 


from 
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from Dd or Perkins, or from Cyprian or 
Augn/tine, and ſaid, They are formal Fol- 
lows, not to be joyned with ? Doth God uſe 
by Miracle to make ſelf-conceired Women 
and young Mzn, ſo much wiſer than the moſt 
anctent ſtudious exprrienced Divines, Itis 
b+{t then to turn Preachers before we grow 
o'd, and to avoid fry aid experience |cſt ic 
ma'.2 us more 12n91ja it 0247 we were, 
Brethren and Friends, I profeſs for your 
ſincerity many of you are our joy, and it is 
not alittleghat we ! ave cone and ſuffered for 
your ſaxesz But i miſt rol! you (for Advere 
ſartes will ts] i: yo.1) that tor your !gnorancey 
injudiciouſneſt, pride, [clf-conceitedneſs, yOu 
are our grief and ame. We are hic 1n the 
teeth with ſuch /elf-wiſe ignwr.nt giddy wn- 
peaceable followers, And we have rioting to 
ſay , bur to bluſh, and ſay that you mean 
well, and thac ic !s net long 6f 15. Can Gods 
Spirit which ordyineth E1crs to be Paſtors 
in his Church, be the Guide of your j .dge- 
ments, when with ſuch ſhamelcſs pride you 
ſet up your errours againſt the knowl<dge of 
your Guides ? If you are wiſeft be you the Pa- 
fors, (which ſome are prone enough to ar- 
rogate.) It ſhameth us, it grieveth us, to 


ſee and hear from England, and from New- 
F ngland tis common cry, We are endangered 
by Diviſions, proncipally becauſe the ſelf cone 

6 G4. ceired 


450 


ceited part of the Religions people , will not be 


ruled by thiir Paſtors, but mufi have their way, 
and will needs bz Rulers of the Church and 
them. 

Yea, I tell you with truth and grief, I am 
confidert (next to mens own fin, whiclNea- 
veth them toa judicial deluſion, ) nothing hath 
done more to ſet up Popery, and the Prelacy you 
diſlike, than the /candalous inſtances of your un- 
rulineſs and Church tearing bumours: And 
that you have made more Papiſts, than ever 


you or we are like to recover. Nathing is | 


any whit conſiderable that a Papilt hath to 
ſay,till he cometh to your caſe and ſaith,Doth 
not experience tell you , that without Papal uni- 
ty, and force, theſc people wil never be ruled or 


wnited ? It is you that tempt them to uſefire 


and Fapot , that wil] not be Rzlednor kept 
in coiicord, by the wiſcſt, and. holyeſt and 
moſt ſelf-denying Miniſters on Earth. Even 
Ainſworth the Learnedcſt and Godlyeſt Pa- 
ſtor of the Separatiſts, though he went with 
them beyond Sea , and was of their opinion, 
and ca:ded wooll to maintain himſelf while 
he was their Teacher, yet could not keep that 
one ſeparated Church in peace. And muſt 
you , even you that ſhould be our comfort, 


become our ſhame, and break our hearts,and || 


make men Papiſts by your temptation. Woe 
to the World, becauſe of offences, and woe 
to ſome by whom they come. 
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I thank God, I ſpeak not my own caſe; I 
think thoſe many Religious people that I 
have had the overſight of, are as ready to be 
ruled by me, ard as undivided, as any that 
| ever I have known? Buta'as, in too many 
places it is otherwiſe: Should the Miniſters in 
Londen, that have ſuffered ſo long , but uſe 
any part of the Liturgy and Scripture Forms, 
though without any motive, but the plea- 
ſing of God,& the Churches good, what mut- 
tering and cenſuring would there be againſt 
them? And woe to thoſe few Icachers that 
make up their deſigns by chcriſhing theſe di- 
{tempers. One would think that their warn- 
ing bad bin fair. But ——- /j nati font ad bis 
perdendam Angliam —— The Lord have 
mercy on us / 

I5. Seeing places and »umbers and other 
Church-circumſtances are matters left to hu- 
mane prudence, be ſwre that you prudential 
diſcern the diverſity of duties, according to = 
aiver ſity of places and occaſions, Theſe things 
I here include, 

Fir#t, That you be not of thoſe Church- 
tearers opinion, who muſt have all go juſt one 
way , in all thoſe undetermined variable 
things; And will cenſure all, and take them 
for dividers, that do not as they do. | 

Secondly, That Edification or the Publick '\, 
good is the end, rule and meaſure Of theſe Pru- 
dential ations, " 
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Thirdly, That in looking to this rule and 
end, you muſt not look. only to your pre- 
ſent Congregation or the preſent Ape, bur 
to all the Churches abroad, and:to poſtcrity. 

Fourthly, Thar nothing here ſhould be 
raſhly done, bart by great adviſe. 

Fifthly, That theretore other Brethren, (as 
well diſſenting as conſenting Miniſters) 
ſhould for ſafety bz conſulted with, not to be 
your. Governours, but for Cou/e! and for 
Concord. 

S$:xthly, To which end correſpondencies 
of Miniſters is nec:ſfary. | 

16. In thoſe places where the ».ame of a 4i- 
' fin Chnrch, and that your adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments us like tos dv more harm than 
good, it u« yaur duty to forbear it, and only to 
Texch., How to diſcern this, Prudence and 
Counſel muſt dire& you : If there be a wor- 
thy Pariſh Miniſter, and the p:ople are all or 
._ almoſtall ſatisfied (or may be ſatisfied by you) 
 tocommunicate wich him according to the 
litargy,and if your own adminiſtration would 
ſtir up ſo mach off-nce and hurt, as that the 
benefit cannot countervail it, the caſe is plain, 
þ But if you live in Londox, or where all the pes- 
ple cannot come to the Pariſh Church, or the 
Aſinifter is intollerable, and the good 19 like 
(on prudent adviſe) to be apparently greater 
then the hurt, I know not but you may 
1, Know your flock by name. 
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2. And take iteither as a Chappel (in ſome 
: places) or as a diſtir,t Neighbour Church (in 
other places.) 

3. Duely Adminiſter the Sacraments, 

4. And ſoberly and wiſcly uſe Chriſts Diſ- 
'T cipline. 

17. Be ſurethat the Concord of all the trye 
Proteſtant Non-Conformiſts Churches, be eft- 
bliſhed upon the ſimple ancient Catholick terms, 
and not. upon any ſelf-deviſed Additions : 
That is,thar all thar own the Scripture 1n ge- 
nera!, and the Baptiſmal Covenant, the 
Creed, Lords Prayer, and Dccalogue in par- 
ticular (as the ſummary of Holy Belief, holy 
Defires,and holy Prattice,) be taken for fel- 

low Chriſtians, till ic be proved againſt chem 
that by Hereſie or wicked»e/s they nullifie this 
profeſſion, This is the Rule and Teſt of uni- 
verſal concord. Here a'l agree : And ifafter 
this one Church will uſe Forms of Prayer,and 
another will not, one will Baptize Infants, 
and another will delay it, &c. they are dif- 
ferences that muſt be born, where Love and 
Reaſon cannot heal them, without breach of 
Charity, Concord or Communion ; yea in 
the fame Church, ſuch different opinions 
may be born, further than as thoſe that dif- 
ſent from the Paſtors mode of worſhip , will 
ſeparate themſelves when none rejeReth them.” Y 
We have all naturally a Pope born in us, and 
when men, bave neyer ſo much talkt againft 
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(108) 
Popery and Prelacy, too many cenſure orrun 
away from all that are not of their way. 

If any tell you that ſo wide an enterance 
will let into the Church Socinians and other 
Hereticks, who will mis-expound the words, 
Ask them again, 

Firf, Whether Baptiſing men is not a 
taking them into the Church? And whether 
the Apoſtles and Churches for many hundred 
_ , required any more of thoſe that were 

aptized? And whether their buſineſs be to 
ſhew themſelves wiſer than the Apoſtles, and 
the primitive Church ? | 
Secondly, Whether Hereticks will not ſub- 
ſcribe co all the Scripture, while they mifinter- 
pet it; And whether all the Scripture there- 

ore be nut big enough for a Creed ? 

T bhirdly, Whether all Herefie be not a con- 
tradition of ſome of the aforeſaid Articles 
of Faith,and he that ſaith, 7 beligue this Creed 
and all that is contrary to it renounceaotall 
Herefie. | 

Fourthly , Whether all Laws be faulty 
which men can mifinterpret; And whether 


 ; the, Law muſt be changed and enlarged as oſt 


as any break it. 

Fifthly, W hether all the Volumns of Ge- 
neral Councils, be not yet too little by that 
rule, the ſence of many being till contro- 
yerted? | | 

Sixthly, If we muſt have new Creeds and 

| | Church _ 
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Church Articles as oft as Hereticks miſcx- 
pound the old, whether it be not in the power 
of the Devil and Hereticks to make our Faith 
ridiculouſly aiterable every year, till it grow - 
intolerably voluminous ? 

Seventhly , And who is it that muſt be ſtill 
the Creed-makers or menders? And where 
will they itop? And how ſhall we know when 
we have all? 

Eighthly, Ts hea wiſe Paſtor, that readeth 
how the Churches have ever fince the Coun- 
cil at Nice bin diſtrated with new Creeds, 
and yet will take no warning? Read how 
Hilary Pi. inveigheth againſt them. When 
they vexed Hierome himſelf with ſuſpicions 
of Hereſie about the Trinity, (becauſe he 
was nat. for the term Hypoſtaſis as a perſon) 
his anſwer was, They ack me of my Belief (or 
Faith) as if T had bin New-born (or Baptized) 
without 4 Belief : As if he ſhould fay,Is it noe 
a true and 'fifficient Creed or profeſſion of 
Faith, which we all make at Baptiſm > Why 
elſe are we Baptized ? 

Ninethly, Tell them, that Paſtors indeed 
mult kzow more than all the people : bur not 
by having a »ew Creed or Scriptare, but at 
their Oraination they are to give an account 
ofa fuller underſtandirg the ſame Creed than 
the people mult do : And the Ordainers mult - 
£xamine them where they ſuſpc them of He- 
relic. 


Temtbly . K. 


(110) | 
" Yenmtbly, Laſtly, Tell chem that no more 
than this is neceſſary, at the door ; but ifan 
efter prove an Heretick, the accuſer mul 
prove ic by him ; and what is the uſe of 
Cherch- Diſcipline, but ro reform him or calt \ 
him out? And Zaws will not ſerve alone in- 
ſtcad of 7 uadgemert. 

If they ſay that a Heretick may do much 
miſchief before ic can be proved againſt him, 

Tell them, 

I. That it muſt not be Thowghts but Word? 
that do miſchicfin the Church z And Woras 
are proveaþble. 

2. Thar ſuch proud tyrannical overdoers, | 

c 


«Sia A 


FLY FLY __ FAY a "ud wwe 


have bin the Churches undoers? And it is they 
that have done a5 much miſchief as moſt He- 
reticks: And that they that will be ſo much 
wiſer and better than God, a+ to keep out all ' 
Hereſfie by their ſelf-conceited ways, are the 
men that let in Hereſie and Impiety, and 
keep or caſt gut faithful Paſtors , and arc the 
Officers and Agents of the great Divider and 
Deſtroyer of the Churches. 


Let me add, Brethren, we that have lived in , 
þ an Age, when the Engines of Charch- Divi- 
fron have ſo ſally proſpered , and have ſmar- , 
red thereby, and born our Teſtimony againit 4 
them, are doubly obliged to leave this T eſti- 
' wony of ours to Poſterity to warn them , that F 
if poſlivle they may eſcays the ſnare 3 And ; 


therefore TO PUBLISH THIS OUR. 


Om) ” 
JUDGEMENT, azd OUR OW 
CONCORD ON THESE PRI- 
MITIVE TERMS to all the World, 
a« againſt rhe _ t)rannical- uncertain. con- 
. founding Church-aiviatng, and ftill. erowin 
rar. cf Faith ; Mating 7 ga $ fans 
men that have made their Religion ſo big as 
thac the French Impreſſion of it (viz. their 
Councils) is too dear for the purſe of a Non= 
conformable Miniſter ; can yer tell you that 
even; }aith in Chriſt l+mſcIf (explicite) is not 
abſolutely neceſſary, at lcaſt to juſtification, 
ard rÞat the knowledge even of much of the 
Law ©f rature as well as of theGoſpel maynor 
be abſolutely nec(fſary,as Santa Clara, Dens- 
N at-Grat. Problem. 15. and 16. proveth out 
of the Schoolmen at large. 

18. Manage your Miniſterial converſe pru- 
* aently ard proufiy. The converſe of Miniſters 
i« of great uſe, and therefore frequent Mect- 
ing; needful : Uſe them to theſe ends, 

1. To adviſe and prevent the «ff:&s of 
1aſhnefs or imprudencie in Church affairs : 
when every weak man hath the uſe of the wiſ- 
com of all his ſeniors, it 15 ſafe, 

2. To preſerve Concord,and prevent back- 
bitings, animoſitics and ſactions, and diſcor- 
- dant ſcandalous ſingularities, 

3. Thar voung Miniſters may be Learners 
az well as. Teachers , and may grow up under 
the Helpes of their Seniors. 
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prove your Converſe. 

1. Often mcet for faſting and prayer, to 
lament our former and later fin, and to 
pray for the Church of Chriſt and for all 


men ; for the King and all in Authority, ' 


that we may live a quiet and peaccable life, 
in all Godlineſs and honelty. 

II. Set up conſtant regular Diſputations, 
(nor about trifles, nor with litigious licen- 
ciouſneſs) But about the grounds of our 
Religion, eſpecially the diffcrences between 
us and the Socinians, and Papiſts; And this 
with School order, under Moderation. Be- 
cauſe, 

1. Too many of us are young and unſlty- 


dyed in theſe matrers, and little fir to deal 


with the Philiſtins Goliabs, and have great 
necd to increaſe in holy defenfive skill. 

2. Itwill by the bounds of order prevent 
all contentions and wranglings, and medling 
with Rulers or other mens mattcers, and all 
loſs of time by impertinent diſcourſe. 


TIT. Conn/el and Concord about Church | 


praQtice muſt take up the reſt of your time. 
And theſe three ſcaſonably uſed Prayer, D'/- 
putation, and Counſel will conduce much to 
your growth and ſtrength, 


Bur ſee that Miniſterial Meetings turn not 


from Counſel and Agreement to Formality and 
T/urpatian of a Ruling power over .one an- 
ES others 


I think therefore you may beſt thus im-. 
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other} 2nd ſodegenerate nor into Syiiglical - = 
Church-tyraany ; touch lef&ofurpe' the Ma. 
piſtrares righr : For ds ut managed 

e bin the Fevers and Pleurifics of the 


| 19. Therefore be ſive to keep ont;bork the 7 ye 


ray of Major Vater, and of the provd Aa 
gifterial [elf arrog ations of any individualr,that 
think-all others muſh ftoop to rbews. | 

1. When it is onee thought thae the Major 
Yae maſt carfy it; an [thatias Synod, will 
tyramminez/ and every weak ſelf-conceited 
man,thac hath nothing 6f ſence ro ſay againf? 
you wili charge nifie'Dearned judiciousgrave 

ivines with Z»/o/ency, if they will not be go- 
verried' by ten that ate wncarred or injuaeci- 
6x7 felf-e\teemers. 0s by rey; Da 
ment, but for Corcorn ; And nor'to be uſed, 
(teſt ir ſeem an dppearacce or introduf@ion of 
uſurpation,) except in caſcs whire'meer Con- 


vord is your work. 


2: Bix nothing kacth' more plagued the 
Chureh than the Pridy and Arrogdhtyof fome 
of chePaſtots , that think they ate wronged 
if they:niay not'Rule. Think! not tharthls 
S$piric' # only in Papiſts: or Dioceſans 5/Pride 
is the heare of the 6{d man; and doen in all z 


| And doteful experience telleth how it furvi- 4 


veth intoo thany Antipretatice!l Biiaiſters, of 
humbling prineiptes , and unhumbled ſouls, 
Do we not know that the Pride of [owe among 
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_ - they have w1done all, is the very thing, 
hath filenced fo many Miniſters, and br 
us to the Nate that we are now in ? There 


that 


are ſome men that muſt only be heardinall 


debates, and ſcldom- hear; who are angry if 
they be gainſaid; who think that nimble 
Tongues, or popular Intereit, or grey bairs, 
muſt paſs for uncontrolled reaſon. And they 
ſtudy to make parties, and ſet up their own 
DiRares, by paſſion or indiret contriyan- 
ces: They can ſeldom debate a cauſe., but 
their ſpleen ſwelleth. againſt thoſe that ſay 
not as they ſay,but contraditt them, and they 
fecretly back-bite them to blaſt their names! 
They note thoſe that follow them, and thaſe 


that oppoſe them, and make two parties of | 
chem. And all cometh from the common 


fin of man-kind, An »nkhumbled everconfident 
under ſtanding. rs; 
Theſe men muſt firſt be meekly deſired to 
be quiet, and to ct you be quiet, and tore- 
member that Non-conformiſfts are not for 
ſe\f-obtruding Prelacy ;, And that they: are 
Brethren and not Lords : If that willnot do, 
try.by Prayer to prevail wich God, for more 
of bymriliem-pnd pegce in is Miniſters, If that 
will notgo,; lilently bear their importunity 
w"_ negle : If bat do not, Meet without 
them; |  - | eilely 


our ſelver, that muſt be Al, and do #l, till 
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any of theſe to be avoided alſo: W hich is the 
ſelf-conceiteaneſs and Pride of the yourger 
Ire | and the more injudicious Sort cf Miniſters, 
all J hindering them from following the Counſeis 
if | of wiſer experierced men: For thouph we 
le [| mult have no arrogant Lordly Uturpcrs a- 


rs, | mong us, yet all that know any thing muſt 
34 confeſs, that in all prof, ſlions w/e and ex- 
vn ious Menare few: lt is but to few Diviies 


ne | thatrGodgivethcl:ar aid accurate jadgments 
ue | And undoubtedly there 15 a three-fold Supe- 
ay | riority and ſubmiſſion of divine obliga- 


y tion, 

s! | 1, OfSubj:&s ro men in Office over them, 
ſe 2. Of che younger to the Etdrr. 

of 3. Of them that have leſs knowledge, to 


n {| themtha: tave more. For Office and Seniori- 
# | tare butforma'icies, did they not ſuppoſe an 
eximious fitneſs by Superior knowledge. I 

0 therefore God endow here and there one 
Ml man witch cxtraqrdinary judgement , it 15 
r | the wiſdom and _.bappineſs of the times to 
e know- him., and,tp kindle their To:ches at 
, | his fire : So didone &nther, one Melanch; 
e thoy, One Calvin, one Era/mus, Qne {ewe p 
e Whitakers , Reignolas, Davenaxt, &c. profit 
/ maily, -. You may goa hundred miles amongſt 
e | the leſsqudicious ſort, and-miſs of thar light 
which one Ameſiar one Camero, One Strau- 
£i#s 2. one le Blaxgh, &c. could ſhew the _ 
ES ho ran H 3 world, 
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' 3. And yet there 1s as great a miſchiefas = 


* world. And it 1s the Plagne of corrupted 
nature that Ignorance keeyeth men from know- 
3ng it ſelf, and not one of a mulritude (even 
of Religious men) who are i»judicions will 
believe that they are injudicious z bur every 
man is ſo much the more confident that he is 
in the right and others crre,by how much the 
more he ecreth himſelf: ſo that few ipnorant 
Miniſters are teachable, bur think thar they 
are t00 wiſe to learn, becayſ: by office they 
undertake to teach : But through Gods mer- 
cy, my own converſe hath bin with an hum- 
ble ſort of Miniſters, which was the occaſion 
of our unity and peace. And Loxdox and the 
Countrey have many ſuch, who hope will 
be able to reſiſt the dividing attempts of the 
ſelf ignorant and felf-conceited. 0 
20. Laſtly, Spent this [ittle time as inthe 
wa) 0 [pecdy fuſferings and death : Your pre- 
ſent Winters day is ſhort. Work hard': 
Live wiſely : Suppoſe your tryal were the 
next year: Bchave your ſcives as men that 
ſtandin ve, pet of the Graye : It is not like- 
ly that God will paſs over twenty ycars wil- 
full diviſions, wantonneſs, proud contention; 
ſelf-diftraQtion, ſcandals, and great fins fo 
litcle repented of, that men cannot endure 
ro hear them named, with fo ſhort or ſmall 
a ſuffering as we have undergone. And the 
ſame Spirit yet blinding the guilty, and-keep- 
vg fome of the ſeparating party in Impenk: 
| ; Knee, 
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tence, and working ſtill by unlawful means 


ro their unjawtul ends, is the fearful Progno- 


ſtick, that more of the old efc&s are: to be 
produced by the old uncured cauſe. O be 
not partakers in the guilt and blindneſs leſt 
you partake of the deſtruQion, and dements- 
cion be the ſwre prognoftick. of perdition. But 
O Lord ſpare thy people, and bleſs thine [n- 
heritance, and let not the weakneſs or will- 
fulneſs of the Paſtors or people, deliver it up 
as a prey to the Deſtroyer. And though our 
folly and ſcandal have made us a ſcorn, lt 
it not turn to the extirpation of true Religion, 
and to the further advantage of Church-ty- 
rany, Ignorance, or Maligmty inthe world. 
And if we the fooliſh finful Paſtors, have for- 
feitcd our honour and ſtation in thy Church, 
let not the Tyrannical Fooliſe and Wicked, bur 
thoſe that ſhall be wi/er, holyer and more 
faithfully and ſucceſfully 4/5genr ſucceed vs, 


CHAP. XIL | 
"An humble Petition to the Conformiſs. 
Set. 1. | Dp and Brethren, thoyph I 


preſumed to rounſe] the Non- 
Conformiſts as my equals, I will preſume no 


higher with you, than to lay my ſelf at your 


Feer, and humbly a ſecond time to become 


your Petitioner for the ſouls of men, for the 


Goſpel,the Church,and the intereſt of Chrift. 
It is your Office to be Pctitiohers to mankind 
for Chtiſt, and to beſeech them in his ſtead 
to be zeconciled to God. And a man might 
hope that one that ſhould become a Peti- 


rioner to you, that your ſelves would not de-. 


ftroy that Church, might find acceptance and 


prevail. But Satan hath got ſo great advan- 


rage, that the wiſeſt man living 1s nncapable 
of ſpeaking rightly to you without offcnce. 


He that can draw men into great diſgraceful | 


fin, bath thereby raiſed a Bulwark to defend 
| biswork. To be /ilent and comply, is to be 
cruel to the ſinner and himſelf, ind who can 
do it that believeth Death and Judgement : 
Tocall men to repentance, is utterly to loſe 
' them by implying that they have ſinned. O 
lictle did I once think chat Repex:axce bad bin 
fo bard a work, when God offcreth pardon 


|, _ #fallather fins, againſt che Law of innocen- 


cy, on ſo low and reaſonable a condition. v 
Fett. 2. Ic 1s not in my thoughts to con- 
found all Conformiſts, as if there were no 
difference among your ſelves. I know that 
there are many ſerts of you : 
I 1. There are ſome Learned zealous high 
1- | Conformiſts, who think they have done good 
o | ſervice to God, byall that they have done 
xr - | already, and no doubt, were wiſe eno 
ie to foreſee what they were bringing to paſs 
ie | | and are not, by any ſober[man, to be accuſe 
'J of doing either they knew not what,or what they 
d did not ſuppoſe was good, and would countervail 
d all that it ſhould cot ro procureit, Their work 
0 hath proſpered; And the hinder part of ic 
v is yet in their hands, Burt it is alſo inthe 
hands of God. To theſe Reverend perſons, 
I have formerly ſpoken to their great of- 
_ fenſe. 
Sef. 3. 1]. And I would there were no 


R Miniſters ſo pittifully 4ark, and young, and 
{ | raw, or ſo much outof love and re/ih, with 
4 1 *hings Spiritual, through the prevalency of a 
e ſtronger appetite , as that their incapacity 
1 | convinceth me, that 1 am not to expet 


much regard from them, as knowing with what 
ears they hear. 

Set. 4 117. There are alſo ſome called 
Latitndinarians, who love not Fopperyes Or 
violence, but are men of Reaſon and ſober Con- 
ver{arions, though they are not ſo tender and 
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”, fcrupnjous as the Non-conformifts, but can 
break over greater rubs. 
Set. 5. IV. And there are other Godly 
ſober anwilling Conformiſ#+, who by the detie- 
fic of ſubſcribing in their own ſence ave ſtrerche 
themſelves to de what they bave done; who. 
conform on the terms of Mr. Sprint , fub- 
mitting to what would elfe beevil , onely te 
odtein the liberty of Preaching z (Far be it 
from me to put in any ſelfiſh ends. ) Who are 
anwillingly Conformiſts, as the Weſtminſter Ao 
fembly were , that afrer crook down Prelacy. 
Sef#, 6. Toallof them hat yet have ears 
to hear, I humbly preſent theſe following 
Requeſts. n | 
1. O be not too angry with theſe that cenſure j 
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you as finners. I deteſt raſh cenſontouſneſs # 
But yon know men that diffcr in this world, 
about Speculatives, may differ about marrers 
of Praitice too + The Jcfuiſts, Fryars and Jan- 
ſeniſts dv ſo, in not a few or little rhings. 
And in ſuch a difference,one party muſt needs 
e:nſure the practiſers of the contrary, as fin- 
ners. If you and I differed about Uſory, 
Stage playes, Gaming, &c. one party mult 
aceds think that the other fide do live in-ſin. 
And who iiveth and finneth ner? Either the 
eenfure 1s tre or falſe: Iferus, ſhould you 
not he as thankful as to one that would ſave 
yu from the P:agne? Wilt fn do you lefs 
burp than cenſure 7 If it befelſe, Contider  . 
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7. You are fulible, and the notite of a 
poſſible prrnicions danger, ſhould be received 
with ſelf-ſaſpicion and thanks, 

2. And yon ſhould love them the berrer for 

. their averſneſs to fin, though they ſhould mi- 
ftake the matter of it. A proud heart ſaith 
ſwellingly, Am [to be accounted herein a inner? 
A bumble perſon will fay » Alas, I am toe likely 
to miſtake and ſin: but if 1 do net, I will love,even 
4 miſtaken enemy of ſin. And to deatfaithfully 
with yon, Had tho/e honeft Conformifts of m 
acquaintance, but come firſt to the ableſt dif- 
ſenters, and impartially heard and weighed all 
char they had ro jay , and not ſeeretly fjpy 
inco Conformity, as if they had bin afraid 

. | of hearing all, I ſhould hare bin the more of- 

- fended with their Cenfurers. Bur God 
hareth fin, and-ſo muſt all that truely love 
him. And they are our beſt friends thae dg 

- moſt to preferve us from it. And they are 
our greateſt enemies, that would fatter u1s in- 
roit, To Preach againſt Ss, is your Mint- 
ſterial Office's: And if any man thinks ehat 
you make a ſolemn Covenenr to fin, that you 
may have leave to preach againſt fin , Yea, 
that you deliberately commit a great Ofe, thax 
you may have leaye to preach a lefs in 
other men , this man deſerverh to be heard 
though he miſtake. Ar Death and Judgment, 
nothing ir! the world but fiw-will be your dat 
ger - Uajuſt prpfiires yell be none. If we 
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ſay nothing to. you yet its cafie to gather by 
thecoftly terms on which we avoid it , that 
we take conformityfor a fin. 

And-ifany of the people carry it cenſoriouſly 
or cor tempruonuſly rowards you (which we 
abhor) remember that you take them for weak 
and pievih perſons: And honour or contempt 
is valuable according to the quality of the ho» 
nourer or contemner : You take your follows-, 
ers to be the wi/er as they are the wore : And 
we bear their cenſnres of us, and much more 
And cannot you bear the cenſures of a few ' 
that you judge weaker? You will proclaim 
the Non-Conformiſts to be the ſtronger 
Chriltians, if they can bear poverty and re- 
ſtraints, with the cenſure of the moit, when 
you cannot bear the cenſure of the feweſt, 
with liberty and Miniſterial maintenance and 
honour. | ” 

. {I. For your ſouls ſake and for the 
Churches ſake, Take heed of {elfiſhneſs and 
Pride, leſt it fill you with envy againſt your Bre- 
#hren that (erve the (ame Lord, when you think 
they any way diminiſh your reputation and ho- 
noxr., I would have others keep up your Re- 
putation- to the utmoſt; which in the name 
of God, I charge upon them, Yea, and in 
honour to prefer you : But if you think they 
do not, remember that you are the Servants 
of a Cracified Chriſt , who made himſelf of no 
rgputation, but took upon hips the form of a Ser- 
on . vat, 


| \(123) 
wart, and yet this way got a name above eyes 
ry name. As fure as you live, contending 
for honour, 1s one of the readieſt ways to 
looſe it, and giving it to others, and con- 
remning it! your felves, is one of, the fareit 
ways to pet it, It is its motto, Laod /equiruy 
fwugio ; quod fugit ipſe ſequor. | 
Self-eſteem, and Pride is odions in all : but in 
a Miniſter of Chriſt more odious, than in any 
man : but never ſo- odious as when it riſeth 
to ſuch malignity, as to exvy or $5ndey. the 
work of God, becauſe another more cſteem- 
ed doth ir. Iris afin thatIam readyer to 
tremble to think of, than further to re- 
prove. | 
And remember what work it hath made in 
the Churches of Chriſtalready. Read bur 
what Euſebivs, Socrates, Sozomen, Evagrius, 
Nicephorus, &c. ſay of the fewds of the old 
Biſhops : Read bur the Acts of rhe Councils 
at E ole I, & 2. of Chalcedon, at Ariminus, 
at Sirmium, at Nice, 2d. &c. and if hor- 
rour and ſhame do nor overwhelm you, to 
think what Chriſtian Biſhops did, and that 
ſocarly in the face of the Hcathens, you are 
not men. Read but how Nazenrzere was 
uſed at Conftentinople , by a Synod of Ortho- 
dox Biſhops, when he had overcome the Avx- 
rians : Read the Controverſies between 84- 
fil and Anthymins,and others : Read the dole- 
. ful ſtory of T beophilns Alexandrines, and 
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che _—_ Menks , and ef the fame Thes- 
philzs his manncr of dealing againſt the Ori- 

fr, and of his double Lecters and Prefent 

which he ſent by fore a Prieſt, to the Empe- 
rour and Aexims, tobe given to him that 

tthe better : Read the odiou ſtory of the 
aid Theophilus and Epiphanins his proceed- 
ings againſt Chry/oftome, and his ejeRtion by 
a 92a of Biſhops : Read che proceedih 
of Tchacins and [dacins and their Synods 1n 
Salp. Severns: There is no end of inſtan- 
ces: Read but the deRrution of the many 
hundred Brietiſh Monks at Barger, and the 
great ſuſpicions that Angaſtive cauſed it. 
_ Look bur on th: face ofthe Greek and Ly- 
tine Churett:s co this day, from the begin- 
ing and cauſe of their divihons: And ſee what. 
the Z=theravxs bave done oft times againſt the 
Calvinifts in Saxony, and othet parts of Ger- 
mas),(av in Gap. Pexcers ſufferings for onet ) 
And fee what the Romer Papacy and Clergy 
have done in the world by Lordly Pride and 
felfiſhneſs : And laſtly, See what harh bin 
done by it in this Land; andart laſt learn | 
by experience, and judge of Church-mens 
Pride by the eff: &s, | 

Brethren, whac harm wilt it do to you, if 

a Non-Conformiſt preach by you? if many, 
follow him? If ſome prefer him before you? 
-Do nor others prefer you'before him? What 
if his followers think Conformity to be fin? 
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Do no&t you and yours think fo of ove NonZ 
Contormity 2:.It.is not your ſelves that 
preachfor, but the peoples Souls : And why 
may not Chriſts Goſpel profic them from an- 


| other as wellas from you ? Nature tcacheth 


men toreliſh their own food, and partly-ta 
fee! what doth themgood ?: Clemens Alex 
and. Strom. 1. giveth it as the xeadon why. the 
Church (:hev,not now) left itto ever Come 
municantatthe Sacrament, to7 abs their own 


part, Becavn/e man havin free- will, ſhail-be 


the chooſer, or refuſcr of his own good... Is 
they chooſea worſe Teacher than-you, it is 
not you but they that are the looſers: If they 
chooſe a better, you bave your end, if you 
are Chriſtianss If you preach ot ſo wellas 
another, you are. not- fit to: be Miniſters:of 
Chriſt, P be not glad that another dots 
becter, ut 1 a ble to the. Flock. I6 
you preach deter, its. two to one but goods 
neſs will bave an inſoparable attration ; Or 
if mittake make. them. more-capablc of good 
_ another than from TA Tm _—_— 

efire that t angne it ? Wall you ſay; 
It is their oor umour ?-E have.heard mas» 
ny Miniſters ſay ſo, that bad:reaſon to baye 
ſaid, Ir is my wuk!falno(s, oxiduineſs: But 
ſuppoſe-it-be ſa z A Phyſician will lex. bis pa 
tient take-bis Medicine from .one 'mans band; 
if he-refuſce.it from another,. | The Father will 
not let the Infant famiſh 3f he will take n@ 


2" 


meat from him, but from the Mother, If 


the people had no faults or weakneſſes, what 
need were there of you or other Miniſters. 
I am as apt to ſpeak ſharply againſt the 


humoars and weakneſs of Religious people, as. 


moſt that are not exv:0us and malignant. Bur 
I muſt give ther this Teſtimony, that though 
many of them cannot wcll judge of jadicion/- 
eſs 1n their: Feachers, yer moit of them love 
a ſerious Preacher and a Godly. Liver z And 
few .of chem giſtaſt either Pre/ates or Confor- 
wits, if they preach ſcriouſly, and live Hels- 

. © : But wheninal] the Countreys they ſce 


ch Preachers and Livers choſen out for fi- 


Encing, all the world cannot keep them from 
diſliking ſuch Biſhops as ſhall do thus. Iam 
moſt confident: for thoſe of my old acquain- 
rance, that 1f they had ſeen Biſhops (afcer 
their long difarquaintance' with them) to 
have Preached and Prayecd in a ſound and fe- 
rious Holy manner, and ſet themſelves to 
promote the ]abours of Godly Preachers,and 
£ocncourage| piety in the people: and repreſs 
iniquity , they. would generally have loved 
and honoured them, without reſpeR to Pres- 
bytery. or Independency : Ic is. Godlinebs 
thar Godly.,people care for. But ſince I and 


abundance, about us were ejcRed; and ſince / 


many of themſelves have bin laid in Goals,ic 
18-00 Bore ini my power to make them m 
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fuch Biſhopss than to wake them love the 


Goal it ſelf, a gh.4 3517 1/6; Tow 

Yea further, Bretbren,' what if the Non- 
Conformable Miniſter dogive the Sacrament 
to ſome, as. youdo to others? W hat if they 
think their way deſt, as:yow think youts ? 
What if they call themſelves a Church and 
exerciſe Diſcipline, (whbich:witbour need 1 


would not have them do,) Whatharncwill | 


this do to your others ? If itdo.th:m har, 
let them thank themſelves : : Bur ro you it can 
do none, unleſs the unchriſtian fin of pride 
and envy cauſe'it ; ' or unleſs by reproaches and 
contentionſne{s they hinder the fucceſs of your 
labours ; which is anotherching. - I confeſs 
I have ever bin jealous of:fuch | Arbirravy 
Churches, where there iv room for allin'ooe 
Church, 41eſt'they ſhould turn/ An1i-Chairobes 
and T heatres. of emulatibn and contention; 
(which 1 charge all conſctonable perſons to 
abhor : ) But all this may:be avoided ar 
cheaper rates; than fileneing ſo wany labari- 
ous Miniſters, or excommunicating all the peo- 
ple that are-Nov-cenformiſts. " Vall 
111, Fen lovingly with: your. Brethven.y' 1 
Servants of pne' Lord',: to promote dhe wirhy 
Look not.ſtrange ar chem, «it they defrre your 
friendſhip, Yea, if any of hers proveicendds» 
riaus and. pieviſh; If you 'are the morg pa? 
tient, condeſeending,and forward to lave and 


unity, agd 19 furcher che peoples Pons | 
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take you for better men chan them J' A 
will all that judge by the fruits of rhe Spirie 


Try this way' inſtead of wrath, and | dare 


nadertake that it ſha)l more' inaineain you? 
honour, with your peace of Conſcience. 
- Brethren, our great accomis near The 
Judges is at the door :'It will be then eomfors 
table 20; give a.true account of Miniſterial fi 
delity,and hear, Well done good and faithful 
fervant, rather than to hear, We have beater 


our fellow Servants, or unſaithfully kept che 


Key of knowledge. - Theſouls of your charglt 
aremey and preciexe : It is a hard and great 
work to cure one : to make ohe Ipnorant per? 


ſon: underſtand, one proud perſon hamble, 


one inſide] to believe, one worlHing ro be* 


come Heavenly, or one ſeaſualift ro be@ mor? | 


tified: Saint : What helpthen do you need ; 
whar labour is requiſite, to bring 4/Pariſh of 
many hundred or thouſand perfons ev this 
change 
cry-6ut, Who i ſufſitient for theſe things, 


bad'a Biſhop with a Colledge or Contpany 


of fellow Prevbyters, they were not'too many) | 
could preach ationee. 1 


though one onely 
ſpeak not uncertainties « We thave- tryed thie 
Baſtoral work; and know by exvperiextceth 
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}. Asour weakneſs muſt make us all 


ſd - 
when one wan hath row mers work todo, It 
may well ſay, He isinſifficient: Tnthefirſt | 
three: Centuries, when one- Congregation ' 
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thouſtnd) families, hach work enough for 


many the moſt able and diligent Miniſters 
in ehe Land : Yea, a Paiiſh of an hundred Fa. 
miſies, neederh more help than any one Mi-+ 
niſter ts able ro afford them ; Try thera all 
by perſonal conference houſe by houſe as we 
have done, and judge. Would you then bave 
the people rauphr, reformed and ſaved, or 
not ? If yea, Would you nor have neceſſary 


| heiprodo it? T cannot believe thar man to 


know truely what it is tobea Miniſter or a 
Edriſtian , that perceiveth nor a neccflity of 
heip if he can haveit; And if you had con- 
verted all now living , thoſe that are born 
next wilt have need of as much labour gs me 
Parents : For ignorance, /en/wality and pri 
ben, an F 


Thank God therefore that you may have | 


help, and take ir, whether you meet in one or 
rg Aſſemblies ; Help your tolerated Bre- 
thren in their work, as thoſe that more de- 
| of the peoples ſouls than they. 
Confult cogerher for the removing of impe- 
diments, and for the ſtrengthening of cach 
other. And ifany faQious, or froward Non- 
conformift ſhould happen to be your Neigh- 
bour, goto him, and by love and familiarity 
ſeek tOwin and curehim , and you will win 
the hearts of all good people. And if be be 


really torbolene, and do more harmin the I 
plac] than good, rap * ; 


% « 


I RE eg on WHO So rae, it 


V2 
| Pre 
La 


own him. Iadd, | 

IV. If any difference between you cannet be 
compoſed, inſtead of troubling the people about 
it, quietly refer it to ſome inaifſerent Arbitra- 
tors. Is there not a wiſe manamong you? 
Muſt Abrahams and Lots Scrvants, ſeparate 
them for a Weil? Muſt Pax! and Barnabas 
part for different cenſures of another mans 
omiſtion ? Sbali Chriſtians, Proteſtants, Mi- 
niſtcrs, the Teachers of Love, and Concord 
and Patience, be ſo weak, ſo ſelfiſh, ſo bad, 
ſuch contradiQers of their daily DoCtrine, 
as not to be able to carry on Ctiriſts work in 


peace; nor to make an amicable compoſure . 


of their diffcrences ? If you are Chriſtians 
indeed, the diffcrence is not who ſhall bavye 
the moſt followers, applauſe or honour, but who 
ſervcth God and ſaveth ſouls, in the right 
and true eff, toal way? And may not prayer 
and conſultation reconcile ſuch a controyer- 


fie? For my own part I am conſcious of 


pride and ſelfiſhneſs ; Yet I can confidently 
lay, that whenl had a Paſtoral charge, where 
I recded many Aſliſtants, if I had known 


where that nan lived whom the people would. 


Þave loved, honoured and profited by, more 


than my ſelf, I would have rid night and day | 


toget him to be the man :- And when l have 
heard my Neighbour Miniſters that were 
y ounget men (I can ſcarce forþcar nami 
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the Non-conformiſts will rebuke him,and dif- 
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| thetti) preach much more aF:Rionately an® 
profitably than my ſelf, fl have ſate under 


them with tears of joy. But alas, What hath 
ten yeats ſilence of ſuch men , deprived the 
ſouls of the poor people of ! I nevey pe, ene 
it meet with Saint Francis and the Py 75, to 
abaſe my ſelf by going naked, orby taking 
on me to be an Awfe, or by filthineſs,or rid1- 
culous behaviour; As if Heaven and a Swine- 
ty. were molt like : (See 'Foxlrs his Hiſtory 

Popery. ) But I have thought ic my duty to 


caſt away deliberately and knowingly much 


of my Reputation, even with Religious peo- 


ple, by the diſcharge of ſuch” duty as | 


knew,.would do it; Believing that Reputa- 
tion-is one thing to be refolutely denyed for. 
Chriſt, and that he that ſaveth his honor 
ſhall loſc it, and he that loſeth ir for Chriſt 
ſhall have everlatiirig honour, 

Brethren, there; 1s no great matters to be 
done inthe Church/of Chriſt in the midſt of 
ſo tnany corruptions and temptations, with- 
out confirmed Reſolntion: Reſolvet » be wholly 
the. ſeryants of Ebriſt,, and to ſeek mens 
Salvation, and to take no thought for. your 
carnal; intereſt and: honour ; Ayd then the 
God whom you; ſerve will tare carc of it. 
Think not that other. mens ſclfiſhieſtor fr0- 


| wairdaeſs.is an excuſe to yours : Who know- 


eth'man; and knoweth not that» pri4e and 


ſelfiſhneſs is as common as ſin, thaviy'; Is tha 
* 1%z jaſt- 


- 
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" Hbdying heart Of all our torruption Þ Will. 


you expect none of it th others, when 
know (if you khow your ſelves) thar you 
have much of it in yout ſelves ? 

Pi/ {dealing is not the Sign of enmity but 
ary RY rell you, that we — bue 
think thas 'you reed Repentatice,, great Re- 
peritance, for ſinning more (and that dy pub, 
lick, delibtrate , choſen, covenanted, Mini. 
feral ſin, proteſting againſt Reptntanre ) in 
the day when Judgements calicd us all rore- 
new our Repertance for our former fins. But 
yet we ſuſpect out own underſtandings : We 
know what different apprelienlions of things 
good men mdy have: We know that we are 
preac ſinners our ſelves: Werakenotali this 
co warrant our cenforious ſega*ations from 


you. But we belcech you be nor too angry. 


with us, for diff:rencing berween govd and 
evil, detween him that ſwearath , and him 
that fearech an Oath. As long as wed it 
tothe coſt and ſuff.ring of our own Aſh, 


which diſputeth ia us more cunningly aad- 


ſtrongly for Conformity, then all rhe Dx- 
7 rels, the Firllwodds,, the Srilemans, ft. "it 
England. We have naturally no more hove 
rv poverty, to ſcorn, ro a prifon, thim you 


have : And why may not 'thoſe thmdomo- _ 


thing elfe alhoſt ſay , that irs like 'we 

£0 know the trath, as hard mx any of you all 

And the love of beggery, ſcorn and anpeiion+ 
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ment, 15 not likely much to byas us. And 
if you think that our honour with our party 
doth ic, you muſt needs xbink that we (who 
fo ſharply repxove the, )do think yery high- 
ly of that poor defpiſcd party, when we pre- 
fer theic opinions, not oncly befors yaur 
Marngtes & Plurgs , but aiſo befarg our 
Lwelthoods, Liberties and Lives, Woe to 
the {Hypocrite that hath no better a re- 
ward ! 
ard whyſhouldwedoit? Were we not 
@ capable of the more Noble ang General ap- 
plauſe as you, if we could have taken your 
way ? 

As we ate nane of yaur Judges then , Be 
you none of ours, butlet vs with Reſo/ned 
mxity (though not #xiformity) ſcrye that one 
God whom we are all devgted co. Remgmy- 
ber that to Preach Love is your Miniſterial 
work; Ando praft ce itis your Chriftan 
work, Reſolve as much co raintan, Chri- 
flian Love a8 irviolate, evento Martyrdom, 
as the Martyrs did to maintain the Clriſizgn 
Faith. Remember Ridley;and Hooper : Yau 

may come £0 Kidcy's Confellipns ere you dic. 
We pu! not to Unmiaiſter. you; fo.mueh 
x4 Gelder did bis Briceains , nor to frpargic 
(canyon ſamauch as Martin did tothe deat, 
fer a-far leſlcr cauſe than the fienag. of 
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| (134) 
you whom I now write to, to be conſenting 
to this work. (Though your filenceand nou- 
reſiſtance, bath bred ſuch choughts of you in 
people, as we would fain have you cure by 
the contrary means.) We are for peace; 
Be not you againſt it : But we cannot buy it, 
by deſerting the Miniſtry , to which we were | 
conſ-crated and devoted, nor by negleRing 
Jo many thouſand miſerable ſouls. Bring 
things in England once to that pals, that re- 
'ally our labour may be unneceſſary, in the 
judgement of thoſe that are not [nfidels, Igne- 
rants, or Malignant enemies of a holy liſe, 
and we w:|! preſently pratifie all that deſire 
our ſilence, or our baniſhmenr , and will not 
trouble men with needleſs work. 

Thus, Brethren, you ſee, I have preſumed- 
no higher than to Petition you; And that 
not to your coſt or detriment 5 nor for our 
preferment,wealth or eaſe : We aske you not 
for food or rayment,; We crave from you 
none of your Dignities,nor Eſtates : Though 
when I find this Author diſſwading us from 
our Miniſtry, becauſe the people are poor, I 
think that reaſon might almoſt as aptly have 
ſerved to perſwade us to live no longer , be- 

. cauſethe world is too poor to keepus ; We 
do but eat if we preach, and ſo wemuſtif we; 
do not :- AndIrthink it had favoured of no. 
exccſs of Charity and Miniftecial ingenuity, | 
If he had cather ſaid 4 Brethren, you muſt per” | 
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(135) 
form your undertaken Miniſtry, and we and the 
peoples ſouls have need of all your help, And 
the maintenance 1s given for the work, There- 
fore you that work with us, ſhall have part of 
the Church maintenance with ms, atleaſt a fifth 
part, as was allowed to the ejetted by the Par- 
lament, becauſe the people canrot maintain jon, 
ana it 15 hard to [erve God without anxiety,while 
your families are in want. This | ad better 
beſeemed our Brethren, but we crave and 
expect no ſuch thing from you; but only pa- 
tiently to ſuffer us to live and labour by you, 


'. and ler God provide for us as he pleaſe. 


And if we had exp: &cd that heretotore you 
had Peritioned our Rulers, for the liberty 
of our Miniſtry, 1t had bin no unrcaſorable 
expeQation. Ali knew that our own P-riti- 
ons. hal no hope : Miniſters ſhould of all 
men have bin molt ſenſible of the © hurches 
breaches, loſs and danger, and moſt compaſ- 
ſionate of the peoples ſouls ; If yon had bur 
humbly acquainted oar Rulers, Þ hat ai] our 
labours conjJoyned are too littlez that you 
needed our help, and the ignorant our trach- 
ing; That your 6wn judgement was,that our 
Miniſtry was more neceſſary than our per- 
ſonal Conformity, 

x. You know not bur you might have bin 
heard : For no doubt our Rulers thouphe 


they did that which the Reverend Church- 
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all that they bave done againſt us, if it had 
binagainſt the Biſhops and conformable Cler- 
gies judgment and adviſe : Civil Governours 
are never ſo cruel in matters of Religion, as 
the Ruling and exaſperated Clergy are,as the 
Hiſtories of all ages teftihie. | 
2. Or ar leaſt you might have had the 
eater peace of Conſcience, in all the confu- 
10ns that have followed, and faid, Ut 15 ner 


long of #5. 


And you would have acquitted your (elves in 


the judgement of all your hearers, and they 
would have bin the If; prejudiced againſt 
your Miniſtry. 

Had you Petitioned and prevailed but for 
theſe two things , you had healed <il our 
| breaches, 


Firſt, That the door of enteranee might nor 


have bin barred by any other fubſcriptions, 


prof flions or Oaths, than what were uſed in 


the Churches of Chriſt, r1]| the exaltation of 
7 the Papacy (for 600.years, ) befides the Oaths 
of Allegeance and ſupremacy, andthe ſub- 
ſcribing the DoQrine of the Church of Exg- 
land, in the 39. Articles, according to the 

.1 3th, of Queen Elizabegh. . | 
Secondly, That thoſe (fo ſubſcribing) who 
dare not uſe the Liturgy and Ceremonies, 
| mighr 


adviſe dr thinkbeſt:1 hope you donor + 
_ think thar ovr civil Rulers would have done 
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ich uſe then, tinder Laws's 
| caprack from all un die F: 
| to what they dare not viſe, or to the 
& fnent of the Church. And havin me tſtio 
this, What if added yet this clauſe tdthy 
preſent Petition to you ? 
V. Thet you will yet Petition for Ks, ir VA- 
ther for the Church of Chriſt , chat »pou the 
foreſaid terms we may be, if poſſi ble, taken in to 
| the oft abliſhrd Min J ” If not, Jet rolirated as 
| pe under you in ſuch Churches, whera 
the Miniſters defire us , net taking axy "+ 
maintenance from them, but trrſting Got 
daily bread. 
- By this means you ſhal] w_ no need to 
any i ur wealth or repurati- 
Nor the ag of your of the Papilts. by 
"hire ning of Proteſtancsthrough: our-own 
| divifionsz (Onely let noc'the (people who 
_ | ſcruple Conformity, be therefore denyed 
| Cburch- Communion and Sacratnents,) 
And now - ha pee will jud Li e, ſolet the 
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we 6 _ Sha ſpel on theſe Lalf-detrying 
Tg and ſelf-abaling terms ; And whether. they 
thatcty outof f and Pin Irfide- 
luy, Profanencſs and Rerefics, — 


” -,. (138) es 
rather let them in all,than give us leave toex: 
erciſe that Miniſtry to which we were conſe- 
crated, in poverty and ſubj:Rion ; and while 
they cry out of Diviſions, will not lay by 
the Dividing-engines , ſhould rather accuſe us 
or themſelves, if the evils overwhelm us, which 
they ſeem to fear? 


It is not pleaſwre, profit or worldly pre er 


wents, thar we contend for : We would do 
no man hurt or wrong : If our lovers of 
 Church-power do think us intolerable , be- 
cauſe we obey them not as fully as they defire, 
we profeſs before God and Mag, that it is not 
becauſe we would not be ſubjeR and obedient 
to any, as far as will ſtand with our obedience 
'to God, bur only becauſe we 4are not, we will 
»et do. that which we believe that God for- 


bideth us: And if we erre, it is not for wantof 


ſtudying, perhaps as hard and impartially as 
they, to know the truth : And to him that 
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echinketh he doth evil ie is fin. Itis fin,and no 


ſmall or tolerable fin , which our conſciences F- 
fear, in our forbearing ſubſcriptions and. 
Conformity : If theyalſo take it tobe « fu | 
to ſuffer us to preach the Goſpel, and a grea- # 

ter fin, than to ſuffer the inundation of Infi- Þ- 


delity, Popery and the reſt which they fay is | 


ready to break in upon us, And if they think” 
our not Subſcribing, Swearing, &c. tobein} 
_ us ſo great « fir, that the puniſhment laid on; 

"MN | Swearersy 
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 Swearers , Drinkards , or Fornicaters, will 
'not ſerve turn to avenge it on our ſelves, nor 
| any other of our perſonal ſufferings, unleſs the 
ſouls of many thouſands, and the Protcſtane 
' Religion, and our Poſterity alſo ſuffer for jr, 
the Judgments of God mult þe endured... Bur 
remember not Lord our offences, nor the of 
ences of our Fore-fathers, neither take thou 
vengeance of our fins : Spare us pood Lord 
' Spare thy people whom thou halt redeemed 
with thy moſt precious blood, and be nor 
' angry with us for ever. And haſtcn O Lord 


Jeſus thy more Righteous Judgement, 
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